indicat i 


in JLVSJ, but Tie claimed he spoke 


critically of communism* He re. 




free lance 

ne^paper^^^visited Castro in 1958 • 

WetKKttKSt a< ^ vised he 

aocwaenb allegedly wr ittenSS/SSKBBSm 
which was the strongest communist document v — 
he had everseen^^JFnr detailed ihformationo 
concerning^/USSSSand the dissemination 
thereof see page B-5 of Appendix B) 


In 1949 , Department of State 
furnished a list of names of alleged communists 
tohich appeared in "Excelsior," a Mexican 


newspaper* 
name flHH 


Included in the list uods the 


name SKKSSSSSSSKi toft© may be identical j 
with this individual* In 195$ » Department of \q I V 
State also advised tha^acc^rdim^to the Cuban 
Ministry of State a Castro 

associate, had received military instructions 
from former military personnel Of communist 
tendencies • 


of the Batis 


a registered agent 
vernment, wrote and 


published a document entitled "Report on Cuba,"j-\ 
dated October, 1957* Information in this n 1 1 
document reflected that 'mbs a Member VJ 

of the Young Communist Party of Cuba* 

A publication entitled "darib" 

(Caribbean Anticommunist Research ah^Jfotelligence 
Bureau) dated July, 195&» describedm//KKtBas 
a "communist agent" whom the Gover njnento^ 
Guatemala had forbidden to return to Guatemala • 

For detailed Luformation concerning yf] 

and the dissemination 

re of see page B-y of Appendix B) 









Wc 


On October 24, 195? i _ 
dvised our Washington Field 
Office that^gg jHfli 1008 a member of 
the Young Gommunisz League and a known 
courier for the communists^(Fo^defaLiled 
irtformtiion concerning 

JHHHHvand the dissemination thereof see 
page B-d of Appendix B) 

i 

e, -ffrttesto Guevara Serna. aj.so knotm as 
.ffrnesto ”C7 te" Guevara, 

"Che" Guevara 

Guevara was in the United States 
from August 5> 1952 , until September 2, 1952 , 
and we conducted investigation concerning his 
activities during that stay based upon 
information furnished by Staie Department 
dated August 4, 1952 , alleging Guevara made 
statement in the home of an American citizen 
in Venezuela to the effect he toas a former 
communist and had received aid from communists 
in Peru and Colombia • At thdt time he indicated 
he adhered to communism and ^ escribed himself 
as a "leftist," maintaining at the same time 
he was not a communist • Our investigation' 
developed no information of a subversive 
nature during his stay in this country • 

In addition to the above allegations, 
\information from Legal Attache, Mexico, 
vlanuary 3i » i957> reflects Guevara had been 
renounced in Mexico City .press in 1956 as 
' being an Argentine communist | leader and a 
Washington Capital News Service release 
January 12, i959» sei forth allegation 
Guevara allege^^^hav^beejua communist _ 
the past • in a W 

statement to IftutecHstaze^senate Foreign 
Relations Committee on April 2, 195&9 furnished 
information alleging Guevara |as of June, 1956, 
toas an active member of the Russo-Mexican 
Institute of Cultural Relations and believed 
to be the principal link between Castro and 
international communism • 






Information has also peen furnished 
by other United States Government agencies 
in the past containing allegatipns of 
communism and communist sympathies on the 
part of Guevara • (For detailed j information 
concerning Guevara and the dissemination 
thereof see page B-g of Appendix B) 

f. Camilg Ciej 2 fuego§ii gorrtarfrgn. algo 
known as Camiio Cienfue^o^ 


Legal Attache, Havana, on 
January 2 , 1959, advised Cienfuegos was one 
of twp Castro leaders who arrived in Havana 
to take control following the Bptista 
Governments collapse on January 1 , 1959 • 

The other Castro leader was Ernesto "Che" 
Guevara, concerning whom information has been 
set out above • In 195& our Legal Attache in 
Havana furnished information frpm Cuban sources 
to the effect that Cienfuegos tops a communist 
agitator and had been arrested in the past as 
a member of the Communist Forty • Based on 
this information from the Legal Attache on 
November 16 , 195^, we instituted an active 
investigation to determine the nature of 
Cienfuegos * activities and contacts during 
a trip he had made to the United States from 
March to September, 195 TFe developed no 
information indicating he had engaged in 
communist activities while hens pr had any 
connections with the Communist l*arty, USA • 

(For detailed information concerning 
Camilo Cienfuegos y Gorriarian and the 
dissemination thereof see page 
of appendix B,J 


9 * 


bnc. 


The Legal Attache, Hapana, by letter 
dated December 10 , 1957 t advised that the 
article edited by Kenneth de (Jourcy which 
appeared in the December, 1957, 

" Intelligence Digest " described^mi^gggg as 
| a veteran of the Spanish Civil qarl He was 
said to be the international lidison man for 
Castro l s forces and to have had 


War. Be was ^ 1 


considerable 


experience in this work with various 
communist groups • According to the 
article , some people suspected he teas 
the real political boss of the rebel 
movement • This public source material 
was not disseminated • 

Washington Field Office furnished 
a memorandum dated Mxy 16 , 1 95 &f together 
with enclosures^co^isting of a statement 
madetf//K///M HflflHIHPta twtf United States 
Senat^TcreigriRela^o^ Committee on 
April 2, l95o» 4HBV attached to his I 
statement a copy of a document entitled 43 
"Resort on 






ort on 


Cuba " reflected that 
a former member of the hoy alls 
Army in the Spanish Civil Wa 
with enclosures was disseminixt 






ommunistj 
This informatior 


The Jill 


0 ; 

a 

ti 

January di, 1959* as the 

Organization of Cuban workers nac^eceived 
five years train inc^n Mdse ow* Disseminated 
1 - 23-59 to State Immigrat ion andmilita 

agencies • Our files reflect 
(not further identified ) to nav^see^^^^^^ 
affiliated with the Juventud\Socialista 
(Cuban communist youth group) from 1944 to 
1946 according to articles the "Hoy," a 
Cuban communist newspaper • This information 
was set forth in four reports prepared by our 









Legal Attache from November 14, 1944, to 
September 23> 1946, and dissemination 
was made to State, Director of Naval 
Intelligence (ONI), and 0-2, Department of 
the Army . 


or 

in o, 
"He 
eten 


e Communist Party of 

"ormation was also received that 


VAiTWk 


194 


s the 




G-2 and 


the communist Party ofcu 
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Information has been re ceived 
from various sources in Cuba 
is publicly knoton in Cuba as the leading 
communist labor leader in Cuba • (This 
infoiimtion was disseminated tfo State 
and WKR° n A P ri l 9 » 1954*) 








J. Indications of Over t Communist Supmathtes 
bu Cas*ro Regime Since Overthrow^Pf 
Batista Government 


Legat, Havana , received information on 
January 6, 1959 > from an informant imp has furnished 
\\reliable information in the past that 1 "Hoy," 
lithe official publication of the Cuban Communist Party, 
nhad resumed publication as of January 6, 1959 • 


Legat , Havana, advised that the Havana 
daily newspaper, "Hi Mwndo, " in its issue of 
January 6, 1959 » advised that the National United 
Labor Front (Frente Obrero Nacional Unido) had 
been established and of the 22 members named to 
the Directorate of this organization five were 
listed as Communist Party members • 


The January 25, 1959 » issue of the 
" Washington Post and Times Herald" contained an 
article attributed to the Chicago Daily News 
Service stating it had been learned that these 
five communists or procommunist labor? leaders j 

have been "reorganized out" of Cuban labor in the 
last few days and the Directorate reduced to 
nine members • The article further seated "Castro j 
has had communist support in his revolution, but j 

he has also had strong support among conservative 
middle-class groups, and it was the fear of 
losing conservative support that led\Castro to 
give his quiet blessings to the antipommunists in 
the reorganization of the Cuban labor movement • " 

The Washington Capital News Service release I 
dated January 24, 1959> stated Fidel Castro has j 

thrown out the communists who infiltrated the 
Cuban labor union leadership in the hectic first j 

days of the Rebel victory • No additional specific 
information regarding this matter uws furnished • 

I I 

Legat, Havana, received information 
from an informant who has furnished Reliable 
information in the past that when ex^President Fulgencio 
Batista fled Cuba on January 1, 1959k members of 
the Cuban Communist Party, operating openly as such, 
took over and controlled the operation of a police 
station in the Havana suburb of Regld during the 
\ four-day period following Batista’s flight • On 
January 8, 1959 > the informant advised the Cuban 
Communist Party was in the process of establishing 
a headquarters office in downtown Hayana and would 
soon designate a national committee • 




SECRET 


Above data fro m Legat ««* 
upon receipt to State, \ 


inated 


Internal Security Division and the mfilitary 
intelligence agencies on January 22 , j 2Sp9» 


om a reliable 
on January 26 
is in command 

(This 

INS, 


■4 




r.rvj 


of past communist activities and sym, 
communism on the part of Guevara as 


toioard 


t\ forth above 







It is interesting to note that the 
January 14, 1959 » issue of 'Hitman Events” quoted the 
following article published in the Ciiban newspaper, 
"Diario Las Americas, ” on December 1958, the 
day before Batista left Cuba: "A new radio station, 

identifying itself as ' the voice of the Communist 
Party * called on all workers and members of the 
Partida Popular Social ista, the name which has been 
taken by the Communist Party in Cuba, to support the 









BOORUM & PEASE ® BOORUM 8c PEASE 


Dysp&fch of ."Worker" Bnvoj 
Communist Party, USA 


to Cuba 


A reliable sou rce has advised 
"The Worker, " ai 
^ oeek^^iewspaper , departed thi 
States for Cuba on January. 11, 1959> ani 
spend at leasttwo weeks in Cuba . The • 
advised that^Bf/H would contact repress 
of the publica^wm "Hoy," a communist p\ 
in Cuba . Dissemination was made to Sta 


In addition present employment 

with " The Worker, " our files reflect he has been a 
member of and active in the Communist Party since 
approximately 1930; has been employed by and 
written for numerous communist publications; has 
made numerous speeches before Communist Party and 
related groups; and has expressed strong pro-Soviet 
sympathies . I 


that 

i eastcoast 
> United 
\ planned to 
iource 
mtatives 
<bl icatior^^ 
\e ond^f/fM 

5 employment 
has been a 
irty since 
'.j and 
ions; has 


IT 


The January 2f>, 1959^issu^oi 
carried a front-page art 
at Havana, The article eulo^^ze^zn^ni 
regime and its officials and condemns i 
Batista Government, described as a " crea 
our (U,, S.J State Department ." The artic 
denounces as " hypocritical " the protests 
been made, n primarily in the United Stat 
the executions of Batista officials and 
that Batista's ruthless dictatorship, ir 
the killing of innocent women and childi 
supported by United States manufactured 
napalm bombs. According to the 1 
Socialista Popular (Communist Party of C 
an "epic" an^^selfless" part in the vie 
Castro whidiKj^KKtfdescr ibes as a " natic 
democratic remugence " and as " the holy 
the workers. " He predicts that the here 
article, a young mother who joined the C 
forces after being cruelly beaten by Bat 
police, will "doubtless" find that the < 
communist newspaper "Hoy" makes "good s< 
she has the opportunity to read it. 


"The Worker" 
WBdated 
w Castro 
he former 
ture of 
le also 
that have 
es, " against 
charges I 

eluding K 

en, was 
planes and 
'art ido 
'uba) played 
tory of 
nal 

cause of 
\ine of his 
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^4 reliable source 

on January 1$, 1959, that copies of w The | 
being sent to every member of Congress, 
and Bepre senia£l 32 ££* ggcordj 
mad 



advised 
Worker " were 
| both Senators 

ment 


top- 


he 

ment ioned 
1 etter 


It is not known whether this refers to vl 
January 2$, 1959, issue of ” The Worker” 
above . It was also announced a specific \ 
was being sent to Senator Wayne Morse bdpause, it 
was stated , " He has led the fight on this question 

of terror in Cuba . " 


^4 


a 


p he above information fui 
* was furnished to Stated 
Department of Justice, and the military 
on January 2?, 1959 • 

5 • Fgssi^le Soviet Sup^grt 


by 
the 

agenc ies 


bU 


In the publication entitled ” 
issue of January 14, 1959, Fulton Lewis, 
radio commentator, is quoted as report in 
week ” that "Russian subs have been operat 
thesouth coast of Cuba and were seen to 
unloaded large quantities of military eq 
| guns and ammunition The unknown write 
” Human Events” pointed out that some est 
as to the amount of help thus funnel ed t 
would run as high as 5,000 tons of arms 
months . 


Human Events, ” 
Jr., the 
i ” last 
ing off 
have 
uipment, 
for 
imat es 
o Castro 
in recent 


Navy was requested January 21, 
furnish us any information received pert 
the above allegations and on January 22, 
Navy advised it had received no informat 


1959, to 

ining to 

1959, 

I ion. 
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On January 4, 1959* _ 

advised that the Russian Government was niakihg 
unusual overtures and putting pressure on the 
rebel government through unnamed Latin- American 
countries to have the Russians recognized and 
diplomatic relations established • She reported 
that the Cuban treasury was completely lo 
Batista and his government when they left 


trie 


pted by 
Cuba 


and that the new government was in dire need of 


money • She advised that the Russian Gove\ 
through the governments of Costa Rica and 
Venezuela had offered unlimited funds to 
new government but the new government wa s 
to accept this offer • This i nfo nmtia 
disseminated to State Department 
interested agencies • 


A Washington Capital News Service release 
dated January 10, 1959* reflected that the Soviet 
Union had recognized the Cuban Government of 
Provisional President Manuel Urrutia on that date 
and that the Soviet President sent a telegram 
conveying "the wishes of the people of this Soviet 
Union for the success and prosperity of the people 
of Cuba • " 

The "Washington Star" in its zssui? of 
January l6, 1959* contained an article reflecting 
that the Soviet neies agency Tass on JanitcPry 16 , 
1959 * defended Cuban leader Fidel Castro 
American criticism of his forces' speedy execution 
of those they judge to be war criminals • 


! 
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6. Covmmust Pp^rtij^ USA « Interest in Current 


Cuban Development^ 

A re^abl^sourceonDecembei^3^195£f^^^ 
that 

| Communist Party, USA, in discussing the Cucan revolution 
on that date, asserted that the Communist Party, USA, 
supports Fide^Cnstro and is very happy about development 
in Cuba . ^ttt/K^/Jklleged that while in tie past there 
have beer^usagreements between Castro and the Communist 
Party of Cuba because the Cuban Party was opposed to 
terroristic acts on the part of Castro T s followers, the 
disagreements have been straightened out arid the Cuban 
Communist Party now has an n arrangement " with Castro . 

This information has been disseminated to the Whit 
Vice President Nixon, the Attorney General, State 
and the military agencies • 


K 


I V « V • 


Information was obtained from a reliable informant 
j on January 2, 1959 > that the New York State Communist Party 
intended to prepare and distribute copies of a leaflet in 
\certain Spanish-speaking areas of New York \City on January 2, 
1959 > congratulating the Cuban people on the overthrow of 
[Batistg^^Ke promptly disseminated this information to L'Y, 
State J0/Em/nd other interested agencies on the same date . 

It vnsxater ascertained on January 5> 1959 L that the 
leaflets were actually not distributed as the plans in 
this connection were cancelled • This too received the 
same dissemination • \ 

i 

On January ?, 1959 > information ui as received 
from a reliable source regarding a meeting of top leaders 
of the Communist Part y . USAj_ held on thgt_ date, at which a 
report was made 

n The Worker ," an "east coast weeTtly communist newspaper^ 
regarding the current Cuban situation . According to\ 

| Fidel Castro has a united front arrangement with the working 
class and students in which the Cuban Communist Party p. 

actively participated • The rank and file of the trade- Jj If 
union movement in Gubc^oas led and influenced by the Cuban v> "“ 
Communist Party . W related that the general strike in 

tlHavana was made posswTe through the action of the Cuban 
|| Communist Party and its strength in the trade-union movement . 

1 He said that communist strengtl^r^Cuba is centered around 
Havana* It was also related that ax^mident if ied 

individual who goes by the las^name of% WE/////} (phonetic) 
is a Communist Party leader who has grea^influence among 
the professional people in Havana . (Our Legal Attache was 
instructed on January 12, 1959> to attempt 


s to ident ify th i s 


t 
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individual but because of lack of identifying 
we have not learned his identity,) I^HHalsc 
the strength of the Communist Party of Cuba is 
to be 16,000 members , not including the youth 
close relationship with the Communist Party , 


irther stated that the battl 
Santa ClafaT, Cuba, was led by Party people and [| 
Party tactics. It ioas indicated that 
sharp struggle in the future between Castro /oj; 
t the Communist Party of Cu ba al onq i ' 
r t was also reported that 


(Lata, 
stated 
estimated 
\oho have a 


bX 


\e of 
util ized 

there wi\ll be some 
\rces and 

s a 


bX 


ember of the Young Communist League, probably 
% 1946 during which year he traveled to Moscow to attend 
world^ youth congress, (This undoubtedly referq.tojj//} 
concerning whom information has been set forvr^^ 
above,! This information was disseminated to 
House , Vice President Nixon, the Attorney Gene |j 
]and the military agencies. 


fori 

he White 
ral, State, 


A reliable source also advised that 


Headquarters of the Communist Party, USA, on January 19, 


\ttee of the 
p Party 
Foster, 

VSA, and 
la campaign - 


1959^ received a cable from the National Cojnmii 
Popular Socialist Party, which is the Communisi 
of Cuba, The cable was addressed to William Z\ 

| r long-time functionary of the Communist Party, 
called upon the Communist Party, USA, to wage 
against " the enemies of the Cuban people, in the first ' 
place the North American Imperialists " who' n are trying 
to defame our revolution with hysterical propaganda about 
tyranny, " The cable further urged Foster Ho 
truth be known and to expose the hypocritical 
being carried out by the North American imperialists under 
of human i tar ianism, " This information was 
disseminated to State , and other interested agencies. 


in Cuba, 


ft 


the National 


fctiL 


A confidential source who has 

furnished reliable information invn^pas^aavised on 
January 15, 1959s that a draft report to a conference 
of the "People* s World," a west coast communist weekly 
newspaper, for January 1 . 8 , 1959 9 stated the importance 
of events in Cuba should not be underestimated , In this 
draft report Eugene Dennis, the National Secretary of the 
Communist Party, USA, issued a statement greeting the 
success of the revolution in Cuba, which indicated, 
according to Dennis, that a'hational democratic front 
embracing the 26 th of July Movement, Republicans, 

t 

*A highly confidential source 




35 


I 



liberals , communists and other popular forces had 
overthrown Wall Street's puppet* n Dennis referred to 
the struggle of " Castro's heroic .guerrilla fighters " 
in which the Communist Party of Cuba was said to have 
played a vital role • Dennis , then linked this development 
to the national liberation struggle of the peoples of 
Latin America, Asia and Africa • This information was 
set forth in the Current Intelligence Analysis dated 
January 28 , 1959f which receives widespread dissemination 
to key Government officials and intelligence \agencies. 



f . J\ B • Matthews ' Article, * 'Some Truths Aj^out Castrof. 

i 

February, 1959, issue of "American Opinion" 
contained an article by J . B . Matthews captioned "Some 
Truths about Castro \ 

Matthews wrote that when Fidel Cdstro was 
21 years of age he was a member of the terroristic 
communist-led mob which reduced a large part of the city 
of Bogota, Colombia, to ashes and left in wake > 

thousands of dead and wounded . Castro was arrested for 
murder and is reported to have boasted, "I $id a good 1 
day's work today / I killed a priest •" Hatthsivs' points 
out in this article that Castro's propagandists in the 
United States omit all mention of the fact that their 
present hero was a participant in the bloodshed and 
destruction wrought by Bogota's communist-inspired bandits 
and vandals . 


In this article Matthews relates 
Castro went to Mexico in 1956 and made conq 
communist agents who were assigned to educ 
hi^f^^^^mutii^ii^the art of guerilla tod 

veteran of the comm; 

in the Spanish Civil War, was on hand to s 
necessary training and after two months of 
instructions, Castro and his band of 82, i 
Guevara , an Argentinian communist, were re 
for Cuba • 


0 


that Fidel 
ac$s with 
dte him and 
rfdre . 

forces 
t \pply the 
intensive 
riclitding Fmesto 
4 dy to embark 



Matthews relates that leftwing journalists in 
the United States have foisted upon the publid the falsehood 
that the communists have never opposed Batistk, and that 
the communists, therefore, are not a part of the 26 th of 
July Movement . He wrote that the communists themselves have 
given the lie to this claim of the liberals, dr to any 
thought that the Castro rebellion is not supported with 
all the power of the Kremlin's apparatus • According to 
^Matthews , on November 4, 195 the Communist Farty of Cuba 
issued an official statement of allegiance 
the text of this manifesto is in the Decemb\ 
of "Political Affairs," the official monthl 
the Communist Party, USA . Matthews states 
committee of the Cuban Communist Party decl'ardd "we must 
go forward in • the struggle to aid in extending and 
strengthening the armed forces now battlingithe Batista 
tyranny . " Matthews further wrote that the February 23, 
i956, issue of "Pravda" contained following atticle: 


io Castro and 
ri 1956, issue 
magazine of 
hd,t the national 




" In workshops and factories , in schools anil 
of Moscow , discussions are now being organ 
struggle of freedom-loving people of Cuba 
dictatorial regime of General Batista. In 
State University a meeting was organized to 
the solidarity of students with the youth 
Cuba . " 


colleges 
ized about the 
ggainst the 
the Moscow 
express 
of fighting 


Matthews also wrote that the Honorable 
Spruille Braden , former United States Ambassador to 
Cuba , in the Simmer of 195&> published the following 
in an appraisal of the Cuban situation: "Rebel Chief 

Fidel Castro is a pawn in the Kremlin’s international 
intrigue. He is backed by Red agents who are plotting 
to bring Cuba under communist domination, j Through 
insidious propaganda, the Reds have made a hero out of 
Castro and fooled the American public." 
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We have always been sensitive to the 
communists utilizing any revolutionary movement to 
foster and accomplish their own objectives. As noted 
hereinbefore , when Guevara came to the United States 
and allegations of communist background on his part were 
received simultaneously with his entry , we immediately 
started an investigation and followed his activities while 
here. In connection with Cienfuegos , we received no 
allegations of communist connections until nu\re than a 
month after he left the United States, We nevertheless 
conducted an investigation in an effort to determine what 
he had done while he was in this country , 

We have closely screened material doming from 
informants reporting on Communist Party, USA, activities 
to assess any indication of Communist Party interest in the 
present Cuban situation. Through our extensive coverage 
of the Communist Party, USA, we have developed concrete 
information indicating an active interest in the Cuban 
situation on the Party's part during the past month , For 
example, information has been developed through this 
coverage as previously set forth revealing the elation 
of the Communist Party, USA, over the success of Castro's 
forces and the definite assistance which the Cuban Communist 
Party has rendered to Castro during the revolution. Also 
the coverage reflected the receipt of a cable by William Z, 
Foster on January 19 , 1959> from the Cuban Commiaiist Party 
reflecting a call on the Communist Party, USA, to wage 
a campaign in the United States to counteract the widespread 
criticism in this country of the execution of Batista 
supporters, I 

i 

We have also remained constantly aidrt for 
any information which might show communist connections 
on the part of individuals associated with th e July 26 
Movement in the United States, Although we have received 
no information either recently or in the pastYthat the 
Movement in the United States is dominated, sypported or 
has any important communist backing, we, nevertheless, are 







i 

! 


continuing to give this matter continuous attention . 
\We.do know, of course, that_the Movement is. of. interest 

to the osummi sts and thai _ 

has caused some embafrassmerii to the 
Movement in view of his alleged procommunist leanings . 




The fact that the Communist Party expects to 
interject itself into and take advantage of ip 1 * 
unsettled Cuban situatioj^seem^stronalv evidenced by 
the trip described obviously 

to cement relations wi th communists there and possibly 
to formulate plans for future coordinated action between 
United States and Cuban communists • 


are well aware of the potential inherent 
danger whenever revolutionary conditions in a country 
present a fertile field for communist exploitation • We 
will continue to follow the Cuban situation and afford 
very close and vigorous attention to any alligation of 
communist involvement therein • We will remain particularly 
alert for any signs of communist connections on the part 
of individuals in the United States associated with 
Fidel Castro or any puban dissident groups. 
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9, Potential Political Ramifications in Latin 
America as Result of Cuban Revolution 

As result of successful overthrow of 
Batista regime in Cuba on January 1 , 1959 j Fidel 
Castro, Cuban revolutionary leader , has emerged as 
a self-appointed leader of the masses in Latin America . 

His obvious fanaticism points strongly to possibility 
that he may havedreams of leadership in Latin America , 
along lines recent moves in Middle East , to 

use the impetus of the Cuban revolution cs a motivating 
force in precipitating agitation in other Latin American 
countries and thereby welding together a sphere of 
influence in that area in which he would be the 
predominating force . This theory is strengthened by 
Castro's recent visit to Venezuela as part of celebration 
of first anniversary of successful overthrow of 
dictatorial regime in that country as well as his reported 
statement before a press conference JanucTu 22, 1959t 
reported in "El Mmdo " (a Havana newspape r) that h e wa s 

an adm i re r 

Nationalist Party of Puerto Picoj an < 
of Puerto Rico . 


ai'ored independence 


Thi^data regarding Castro's s 
support ofJKBl was di sseminated on J ari 
to State, 

Secret Service", TnZemal TSecurTty Divfki 
Department, and to the military agencies *1 


iatement in L 

uary 26 , 1959 > Jj 7(- 
toms, Interior^ 
of the 


Cus 


an 


source ^//jBK^-PSI)* advised on January 8\ 
received information while in New York Ci 
December, 195^t that the Nationalist Party' of Puerto Rico 
(NPPR) members in New York City were organizing a group 
to go to Puerto Rico to fight for its independence . 
leaders of this organization in New York 
that , once the NPPR members arrived in Pderto Rico and 
began fighting, many of the people in Puerto Rico would 
join in the ficrii^foj^hidznendence. This source also 
learned that a mem ^ er °f the NPPR, 

reportedly had a written promise from Fiqel Castro to the 
effect that Castro would furnish arms to 
Puerto Rico should they begin a fight /or independence . 
Although the source has not seen this written promise 
and knows of no one itiho has, the source believes the 
NPPR has added confidence because of the 'success of Fidel 
Castro and that some type of action in Pderto Rico is 


fier in this same connection, a reliable 
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ty during 


The 

City believed 






39a 



WlC)]) 


i 




\ 


. Q 



entirely possible, Thte information mm 

dis seminated o» Januar y 12, 1999, to State 

i toms, interior. Store 


4 - 


Internal Security Division 
the military agencies. 


of the Department, end 


Trend evidenced here po into of poem 
that Castro may attempt to aet as orusadsr ay 
dictatorial and military governments in J Latin 
using as isauss fact that such governments re 
* vested interests, * j suppress civil liberties 
* strong arm * tactics and do not repraaent m " 
In any such crusade | the Castro bloc could be 
to include Cuba, Venesuela and poaatbly Scats 
aligned against Dominican Republic, Saitt and 
baaed on following analysis , 


| ibtlity 
(net 

America, 
jp resent 


the Dominican Republic, where Trujillo 


service. 


b9~ 


use 

people, * 
\anttctpated 
Rica 

Mtcaragua #> 


dictatorial 
a hated and 


is an absolute dictator, is key stronghold of 
rule in la tin America • Trujillo, himself, is 
feared man. Re rules with an iron fist and qxteruinates 
opposition forces ruthlessly. 

There are already indications of imminent 
upheaval in political structure of Rattt whets military- 
type regime exists headed by President Pranctis Duval ter, 

Ricaragua |/« ruled by lute S omasa, son of 
the old-time dictator Anastasia Somosa (who ini 
assassinated) and military influence in the government 
is predominant, 

% 

Altgnsd against this group with Castro would 
be Venesuela and possibly Costa Rica, Yens m tela had a 
dictatorial government headed by Colonel Martas Peres 
Jimenez until he was ousted in January, 19$8> A 
provisional government, combining military «ni d civil 
elements, ruled until latter part of 19 $° «fc«t free elections 
held in which Momulo Betancourt elected President, Re is 
" left of center * in his views and admits to sommunist 
connections many years ago * Re must walk a tight rope 
in his poltctec to keep military group appeased, Costa Rica 
is headed by President Mario Echemdt Jtmmesf has 
democratic form of government and is point where left-wing 
Venezuelan elements given refuge during dictatorship there. 

It also oerved as base for support of Castro revolutionary 



While there is no indication asj yet that 
Castro will attempt to pull British Guiank i, a British 
possession , into his orbit, its mere existence as 
neighbor of Venezuela and its political make-up point 
to fact that it could be slated for possible alliance 


with Castro , In British Guiana there is an extreme 
left-wing p olftfcal (Peoples^^P grel^sive Party) [Tl 

_ | is also ^ 

has 

record of former communist affil i at ions in UV 


omman 
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7i January 20, 1 


arms were furnished • ^ Wfurther remarked to 


the source that th& Partyhad to procure all the 
weapons possible. When asked by the source. 


BHESM5S3E^BaSHgI^l 


o stare Department 
Customs , Immigration and 
r aturalisation~Bervfce~, the Jntemal- Security £ 

Division of the Department and to the military 
agencies on January 27 , 1959 • 
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Our investigation 
that in about December, 195 ‘r» 



astro or other 


fias revealed 


in Cuba committed various acts of sabotage against 


rebel forces 






/ 


properties of sugar companies operating in that country • 
These acts consisted of burning standing cane crops, 

hilling cattle, destroying culverts and derailing trains • 
Other acts of this nature followed in 1958* |Zh late 
November, 1958 9 Castro representatives demanded to be 
paid 150 for each bag of sugar produced by these companies 
during the ent i reueuT^Opo. When the companies agreed 
to the demands, presented himself at the company 

offices in New York City on December 4, 1 958* stated he IT 
had been commissioned by Castro to collect the money due; h 
and was given checks totaling over $ 361,000 in compliance ^ 
with Castro r s demands • Following this, the companies 
received receivt^^^^^s^paumentsd^tedDecember 7 , 1958 , 
and s gned pGas 

July 26 Movement • We we reoavTsedor^Jecembe. r 9> 1958, 
that the companies had received these receipts. 


On December 19> 1958, we disseminated to the 
Internal Securi tv Divtntcn o-f the Denartmeni .1 .state - 


Department, 

^^toj^^n^th^n^^aryaaencie^info^at^ri obta 

** s c o 'sugar 

New York, that various s ugar compani es under his c 
on December 4, 1958 9 paid , 039.1 ?? in 

response to Castro f s demanas^^Pn^New York Office 
submitted report December 22^1958eiohichreflected 
complete interviews with 
Francisco Sugar Company ano^ 

American Sugar Refining Cornpany^^^^^^t^^Wk: f j» 
furnished details of payment of nton^^oW/t^^^^B 
had no information as to whereabout^ofw///KK/Q 
that he was possibly in Miami • wtHKtKt^aid his 
had made no payments to Cuban rebels • 


ureau of \ 
obta ined 
ugar Company, 
is control 
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WKKKKHK&xcept 
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On January 22, 1959 > the Internal Se 
Division advised that subject's activities as 
bring him within registration requirements of 
Agents Registration Act of 193&, as amended • 
since the information indicates subject is ou\ 
U • S ,, no action is being taken to obtain his 
or to prosecute subject • The Internal Recur it 
advised no further Investigation was being re 
information is received that subject has retu 
U • -S'. and is engaging in activities on behalf 
foreign principal • 


curity 
reported 
the Foreign 
However, 
tside the 
registration 
y Division 
guested unless 
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UNITED STATES ESTIMATES AND POLICY 
DISCUSSIONS REGARDING CUBAN SITUATION 
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II. UNITED STAGES ESTIMATES AND POLICY 

DISCUSSIONS REGARDING CUBAN SITUATION 



A • National ^teJJJ^ence^ Estimates 

The National Security Counc illnte^ 

Directive Number One provides that the I 

J shall correlate and evaluate intelligence 

relating to the national security with the swgporr of the 
United States Intelligence Board (USIB) . Member shin of the 

US IB consists of the fol l owing s 

the Director of Intel l igehce 

mrcn, jJepartment of State} the Assistant to the Secretary 
of Defense for Special Operations; the Director of the 
National Security Agency; the Director for Ihtell igence. 

The Joint Staff; the Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence , 
Department of the Army; the Assistant Chief of Na\)al Operations 
for Intelligence , Department of the Navy; the Assistant Chief 
of Staff, Intelligence, Department of the Air Force; a 
representative of the Director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation; and a representative of the Atomic Energy 
Comm ission • 



The B oard of National Estimates , 

periodically but not less 

quarterly, presents'^, program of National Intelligence 
Estimates. 


National Intelligence Estimates are, the 
prepared on a set schedule and, in accordance with 
Securiti^oim^^Intelligence Direct ive Number On ; 

disseminate national 
t^zn^Presidenz, members of the National Security 
appropriate, members of the USIB, and to such othfy 
of the Government as the National Security Counc i 
time to time designate or the USIB may recommend • 
further authorized to disseminate national intell 
interdepartmental intelligence produced within thfy 
strictly controlled basis to certain foreign gove 
FBI intelligence data shall be cleared with the F$ 
d issem inat ion • 



when cons 

with uffiB^feels thatinfo^iazTonavaTTaDTe indie a 
impending crisis situation which affects the seezup 
United States to such an extent that immediate ac 
decision by the President or the National Security 
be required. Such estimates are given limited dis 
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3. Informal Briefing Of The Assistant Chief Of Staff For 

-Pepartwent Of The 4rroz/. On January 



C. Depaj^ent Of State Pol icv On Arms Sh foments 

With regard to arms shipments to £a£?s;tf 
United States it is interesting to note that the 
States has a Mutual Assistance Defense Pact with 


XL from the 
United 
Cuba, as 


we have with a number of other Latin-American countries 

- 3 J.7. . - _ JC .J, TT— JJ. 5 rtJ. --i. 1 3 •* ^ „ 


under the terms of idiich the United States had be 
military supplies to the Batista Government until 


At that time the State Department placed an embargo on the 


shipment of arms to Cuba by merely not approving 


such shipments under the Munitions Control Act, which is 


administered by the State Department and enforced 


Bureau of Customs . This vxts reportedly done so css to keep 


the United States in a position of neutrality wi 
to the Cuban revolution • 
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III , COVERAGE OF CUBAN SITUATION 


A . Jurisdict ion jo Handle Cy & go g 

Jn tfte Cuban situation the United States Government 
agencies peculiarly involved are the FBI , ±} 

Customs £7ie Department of State, and tht ^ 
j/^j//////AjSach of these agencies is charged bP law with certain 
responsibilities which briefly are as follows : 



i. Juj^i^Jcjfjgn of the FBI 

Registration Act of 1936, as 
Section 960 , United States Code) is wit 
Jurisdiction and provides for the regis 
individuals or organizations, not specif 
acting as agents of a foreign principal 
government or foreign political party i 
We have made effective use of this stat\i 
to extensively investigate individuals 
investigate the organizational structures 
support in the United States as txemplif 
July 26 Revolutionary Movement; the Din 
Revolucionario, an anti-Batista organize 
the Freedom for Cuba Movement, an organ'i 
soliciting funds for Castro in the Efoz’te 


amended (Title 18 , 
#/n our 
rat i on of 
ically exempted, 
foreign 

the United State s, 
te not only 
put also to 
of Castro 
ied by the 
ctorio 
ption; and 
zat i on 
d States • 


Oh 


Sections 956-962, Title iQ, 
concern neutrality matters within our j 
sections punish a citizen of the United 
and exercising a commission to serve as 
a country with which we are at peace; aJ 
States enlisting or entering himself z*n| 
hiring or retaining another to serve as 
marine or seaman in foreign service; an] 
or setting on foot a military or naval 
the United States against a country wit 
at peace; anyone strengthening in the 
the force of an armed vessel of a forei 
is at war with a country with vhich we 
and anyone arming in the United States 
intent that it shall be employed by a 
to commit hostilities against a country 
we are at peace • Most of the cases inv 
under these neutrality statutes either 
that persons in the United States are 


ited States Code, 
urzsdiction. These 
States accepting 
a soldier against 
pyone in the United 
foreign service or 
a soldier, 
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Jurisdiction of O ther Agencies 


In analysing the ability of th 
United States to effectively meet the in 
requirements of the Cuban situation , to 
violations of United States lotos designed 
with such a situation , and to control the 
United States by aliens as a base for il 
it is necessary to consider briefly the 
areas of other agencies • 


elligence 
j investigate 
to cope 
use of the 
legal operations, 
jurisdictional 



b. Bureau at Customs 


The Bureau of Customs administ\ 
and duties vested in the Department of 
pertaining to the importation and entri yj, 
as the exportation, of merchandise and 
within these broad poxoers that it inve 
illegal exportation or importation of a| 
and implements of war from and to the 
Customs also functions in controlling 
and clearance of vessels and aircraft • 


c. -Dgoarfragn^ of State 


itrs the powers 
the Treasury 
as xoell 
f t is chiefly 
i gates the 
ITms., ammunition 
ited States • 
entrance 
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The Department of State has 
If or initiating and implementing foreign | 
studies the bearing of domestic conditi 
foreign policy and correlates the actid 
government agencies that affect our fore 
Within the State Department, the Bureau 
and Besearch develops and implements a 
program for positive foreign intelligerifc 
State Department and for other Federal 
procuring information and producing re L 
to foreign policy determination and exej 


In addition to its diplomatic 
in Cuba, the Department of State has t 
responsibility for the collection abro 
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ign policy • 
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agencies, 
rts essential 
Cut i on • 
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fespons ibilities 


primary 
(outside the 
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United States and its possessions ) of 
sociological, economic , scientific and 
information • In view of its status in 
covntry and its wide-spread contacts , 
of State has a definite opportunity to 
gence data of interest to the United S 
this regard, it is noted that Departmeri 
personnel read intelligence reports su£); 
the Naval and Military Attaches connec 
Embassy in Cuba • 


litical, 
technical 
a foreign 
he Department 
Obtain intelli « 
tes . In 
of State 
fritted by 
d with the 


'to 


to 


d. Immigration and Natural ization Service 


hd 


The : Imm igrati on and Natural i z a 
Administers the immigration and natural 
\relqting to the admission, exclusion a 
of aliens and the naturalization of ali 
resident in the United States . It invt 
violations of those laws and makes recc 
for prosecutions when deemed advisable • 
the borders of the United States to pro 
surreptitious entry of aliens into the 
in violation of the law • 


3. Jmc£ML£& 


on Pro hi ems Da i sed by Gov 


llsuMa 


On January 19, 1959* Christiarv 
Under Secretary of State, advised the Di 
Governor Collins had asked some quest iv 
Government agency had jurisdiction in * 
of the landing, of a Cuban military plan 


Special Agent in Charge Edward 
of our Jacksonville, Florida, Office co 
Governor Collins on January 20 , 1959 • 
advised he was referring to the landing 


B —26 airplane, armed with loaded %$0 ctv^iber machine 
guns, at Daytona Beach, Florida, at noc 
January 2 , 1959 • The Governor advised 
purpose of his discussion with Mr* Herr, 
indicate what he termed his concern ouf 
responsibility on the part of the Fede 
to assume jurisdiction over the "Bat is 
that the landing of the Cuban military 
illustrative of his concern • 
he had received a letter from , 
of Daytona Beach, Florida, pro 


tion Service 
ization laws 
deportation 

E , lawfully 
gates alleged 
ndations 
It patrols 
1 vent the 
phi ted States 


mor j Cefiop 


Herter, 
rector that 
jrcs as to what 
he incident 
■e in Florida • 


E . Hargett, 
ntacted 

I Governor Collins 
of a Cuban 


h on 
that the 
er was to 
r the lack of 
j"pl Government 
fra crowd"; 
plane was 
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would assume Jurisdiction over the Ciib\ 
and that it had been necessary for cit 
officers of Daytona Beach to disarm th 
Governor Collins stated he was opposed 
Latins being allowed to enter Florida , 
them to be "rabbi erousers" ; that they 
riots and might even cause murders, hi 
bombings * Governor Collins also menti 
collaterally that the airplane was all 
approach the shores of Florida near Mi 
instructions at West Palm Beach , and f\ 
coast to Daytona Beach, Florida, over 
without being challenged by anyone co 
the defense of this country * 

Governor Collins also menti 01 
that he considered the landing of the 
plane at Jacksonville, Florida, on Net 4 
carrying the Batista family, to be und> 
that it even perpetrated a fight at £7 
He said there were many other instance 
cated the undesirability of having the 
residing in Flojpi^^_suUDia. wh i ch was 
in Miami of 


\n airplane, 
police 
airplane* 
to these 

as he considered 
ight incite 
Inapings or 
med 
\wed to 

i it get flying 
\y up the 
• ape Canaveral, 
emed with 


d to Mr* Hargett 
uban transport 
Year's Day, 
sirable and 
airport* 
that indi- 
e refugees 

- ncv k/lc 


Governor Collins inquired of Mr* Hargett 


yer these 
the 

had responsibility 
States* 


what Federal agency had Jurisdiction o|j 
undesirables, and he was advised that 
Immigration and Naturalisation Servicd 
for the pnsenae of aliens in the United 
*■ Mr * Hargett also explained that the 1 aiding of 

handl ed by 

_ the Immigirttionlol(^ 

ona Beach; that 

was on the scene when the plane landed 

mmediately took charge of the twy 
who flew the plane* Mr* Hargett also 
Governor it toas correct that officers 



Beach Police Department had disarmed the plane, as 
they had had past military experience and were 
qualified to do so* He further advised the Governor 
that the custody of the plane itself utts assumed 
by the United States Bureau of Customsi Governor Collins 
commented at this point that he understood the plane 
had since been released to the Castro Forces* He was 


Cuban officers 
1 told the 
of the Daytona 
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advised that this xoas correct; that thd 
released by Customs officials in Jackso\ 


plane was 
wills • 


The Governor also advised that , , 
meeting to determine the site for the 19 p 
National Convention, several persons pre 
made the point that Florida was full of 
and Latin refugees and, because of this 
i960 Democratic National Convention wil 
held in Miami; that he was disappointed\ 
as he had fought strenuously to get the 
in Miami • 


at a recent 
'0 Democratic 
sent 

* rabbi erousers " 
issue, the 
not be 
over this, 
convention 


Mr • Hargett carefully explained to Governor CoHim 
and his Administrative Assistant the Jiarisdiction 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation <p nd the 
services which we render to local law enforcement 
agencies as a matter of cooperation • Kp. Hargett 
also pointed out that we immediately funiish to 
other Federal agencies and 40 local age j 
matters which come to our attention urn! 
their Jurisdiction • He discussed with 
the Jurisdictional responsibilities of 
and Naturalisation Service and the Unit\ 

Bureau of Customs • 


ties any 
ih are within 
the Governor 
u ,he Immigration 
\d States 


Governor Collins expressed app 
for the interest indicated in having Mr, 
call upon him and discuss these matters 
He indicated he would not hesitate to c 
Mr» Hargett in the event any future pro 
Federal Jurisdiction arose • 


eciation 
Hargett 
with him • 
ntact 
blem of 



Kn srfr.xK ” ® boorum a pease "nmh' 







B. Bureau Coverage of Cuban Situation 

The almost continuous state of political 
unrest in Cuba over the past several years and its 
attendant ramifications among Cuban exile and refugee 
groups in the United States formed the basis | for 
Bureau coverage of Cuban activities from both an 
investigative and intelligence standpoint even before 
Castro forces began organizing support in this country • 

I 

2. Extent of Bureau Investigation j 

Following the doimfall in March, 1952, 
of former Cuban President Carlos Prio Socarras, 
Cuban revolutionaries in this country began 
rallying behind him and preparing to ous® Batista 
through Prio's leadership • Their activities were 
investigated by the Bureau because of possible 
violations of the Registration Act and vfiose 
sections of the Neutrality Act under ou 
relating to organizing expeditions in t 
States against foreign countries • As a 
these investigations we developed const 
intelligence data which we reaularl 
the Department of State, 

other interested agencies • 


jurisdiction 
United 
suit of 
ruble 
listed to 


bX 


m late 1955 Fidel Castro, who 
the abortive attach in Cuba on July 26 , 
to the United States in an effort to ra2] 
for another attach on Cuba • Ofron h& a 


this c o untr y we -i m mediately- opened a * sejmr &l 


invest 

the Registrar 




4f-he~ 

or the- 


had led 
1953 » came 
ly support 
rnrar 



eutrdttty Act under i n v ests _ 

On November 15, 1955* Ambassador Arthur | Gardner sent 
a personal letter to the Director enclosing an 
undated netos clipping from an unidentified newspaper 
pointing out that Castro was in Miami making plans 
to topple the Government of Fulgencio Bapista • 
Ambassador Gardner commented that it was "getting 
a little tiresome having our country abiesed as a 
breeding place for unrest •" By letter dated 
November 23 » 1955 » the Director assured Ambassador 
Gardner that we had . already ini 
investiga t i o n- of Castro} had instructed bur Legal 
Attache in Rtivana to get in touch with the 
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charge d'affaires of our Smbassy in that city . 
concerning Castro ; and would, of course, furbish 
our investigative results to the State Department 
and other interested agencies • At the same time 
we issued instructions to our Legal Attache, 

New York and Miami designed to intensify the 
coverage we had already instituted on Castro- ancF 
his. forces-*- 

On December 1, 1955, we ask ed the 
Department whether the activities u/ ip, the 

United States brought him within the purview of the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act, and if so, whether 
the Department planned to take steps to effec\t his 
registration . We requested an early reply % On 
December 14, 1955 » we advised the Department j that 
Castr o h a d de pa rtc d-i he - United Sta rt- es- f or * M & ^ ctw 
on De ee mber lO y 19'55~» On December 20, 1955> 5he 
Department advised Castro was obligated to rebister 
under tlhe act and requested we furnish' O m mt r vfo address 
so thai his registration could be solicited • On 
January 4, 195&, we referred the Department t'p our 
letter of December 14, 1955> which advised th)at 
Bastro- bxtd heft Prffr rr f fff r jfrn fir r i l frT^rnn|^ 

By 195 7 the efforts of Frio and his 
followers to bring about the downfall of Batista 
had become so much of a problem to our Government 
that a meeting was held by the Attorney General 
in his office with representatives of Justice , State, 
Immigration and Naturalization Service , Customs and 
the Bureau on October 14, 1957» to discuss whpt, if 
any, action could be taken against Frio, who then 
resided in Miami, and his followers , Mr • Belmont 
represented the Bureau • The Attorney General 
observe <$ that this appeared to be an explosivp 
situation and a conference was called to get the 
facts on the table and to see that everything was 
done that could be done • The State Department's 
position was that the activities of Frio were causing 
embarrassment to the United States Government 1 . The 
State Department representatives at the meeting 
suggested that high priority be given to any 
action which could be taken against Frio • Mr a Belmont 
advised the Attorney General that we had been actively 
investigating Frio*s activities since his entty into 
the United States . The Attorney General was advised 
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that our approach in Cuban matters was threefold: 

(1) to investigate violations of neutrality laws 
under our jurisdiction; (2) to provide data to the 
Department for its determination as to whether the 
activities of Prio and his followers require their 
registration under the Foreign Agents Registration 
Act; and (3) to gather information which mi gp.t be 
helpful to State Department and other agencies • 

The Attorney General was advised thqt we 
had investigated all reports of pertinent activities 
coming to our attention and had furnished results to 
the Department and other interested agencies . j As a 
consequence of this meeting we have placed grfat 
stress on coverage of the Cuban situation and the 
collection and dissemination of information • 

On February 13»195&» a Federal Grand 
Jury in New York City returned an indictment against 
Prio and eight others charging them with conspiracy 
to violate Title 18, Section 960, United States 
Code (USC), in that they conspired to begin, set on 
foot, and provide the means for military expeditions 
and enterprises to be carried on from the United 
States against Cuba . On October 3 1958, Prio and 
five other defendants were arraigned in New York City 
and all entered pleas of not guilty and each jjoas 
continued on $3,000 bail • No trial date toas set • 

On the morning of January 2, 1959, Prio returned to 
Cuba • The Department advised on January 2, 1939, 
that it was considering what, if anything, should be 
done toward revocation of Prio*s bond and ordering 
his arrest • The Department further advised the 
matter had been discussed with the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service and the Department of state and 
it was decided to await further developments before 
taking any action • 



From the outset of our coverage of Cuban 
activities , it was evident that the chie^f vehicle 
of the pro-Castro element in the United was 

the July 26 Movement , jjahich took its name from the 
abortive attempt of Fidel Castro to capture the 
1 Moncada Army Barracks in Cuba on July 2 q, 1953* 

\ Following this attempt , Castro briefly Visited the 
United States in late 1955» a $ which timp he 
established branches of his Movement in Miami and 
New York • With the establishment of thdse branches 
in this country, we instituted intensive coverage 
of their activities • Our investigation reflected 
that as the Movement grew, it gradually expanded to 
include branches in Boston, Newark, San Juan, 
Chicago, Los Angeles and San Francisco • j Our 
coverage, likewise, was expanded to include the 
coverage of these branches • Since it was evident 
at its inception that the primary aim of the July 26 
Movement in the United States was to * n an 9 

way it could in bringing about the downfall of the 
Batista Government, the need for prompt and wide 
dissemination of the information we developed was 
recognized and we adopted a policy of disseminating 
data developed to the Department, Stated Army, Navy, 
Air Force, Customs, and the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service • We called the attention 
of these agencies to the active revolutionary nature 
of the Movement in this country prior £d the 
invasion of Cuba by Castro, which took blaoe in 
December, 195&* ] 


For example, we disseminated 
the active nature of the Miami and New 
as early as April, 1956* I 71 January, 1 

disseminated the membership list of the 
which at that time consisted of 224 ind 
Through our investigative efforts we id^\ 
leaders of the various branches in the 
and identified their supporters • 


reports showing 
ork branches 


957 t we 
Miami branch, 
ividuals* 
ntified the 
United States 


Our investigations revealed t 
the persons connected with the Movement 
fanatics • We would find that after bei ? A 
in one area of the United States for vtq 
Customs laws, a member would turn up in 
part of the country engaging in similar 
despite the fact that he was on probat i 
'well aware of the consequences of his a 


fiat many of 
were 

g arrested 
lation of 
another 
activities, 
on and was 
cts* We have 
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developed information indicating that a Castro 
supporter openly threatened to shoot any Federal 
agent who endeavored to interfere with his activities • 
The dangerous nature of these individuals was such 
as to require notice to the field by SAC Letter in 
order that Agents would be in a position to protect 
themselves • All of this information indicating 
the fanaticism of the Castro supporters \and the 
extent of their dedi t paiipn to their cai 

available to State, l_ 

and other agencies so that they would bei in a 
position to assess the seriousness of the problem • 

As early as October, 1956$ we advised these agencies 
of alleged plans of a small group in Miami to leave 
the United States for Cuba with arms for the purpose, 
of engaging in revolutionary activity against the 
Batista Government • It is noted that this was two 
months before the invasion of Cuba by Castro, which 
culminated in the overthrow of the Batista regime • 

With the invasion of Cuba in December, 

1956, by Castro, the activities of the Movement in 
this country became bolder and more aggiessive, 
particularly in the illegal shipment of arms and 
ammunition • Despite the fact that the illegal 
shipment of arms is a matter within the primary 
jurisdiction of Customs, the Bureau went beyond 
jurisdictional lines and aggressively collected 
information pertaining to this activix 
p romp tl y fwmished^j o Customs, State,{ 



| and other interesteci 

■ 3 was possible because we followed tie practice 
of investigating and, where warranted, interviewing 
every individual who came to our attention as having 
connections with Cuban activities either of a 
pro-Castro or pro-Batista nature • We found many 
of these persons were cooperative, claiming to 
have no grudge against the United States or interests 
against the United States and frequently furnished 
data on Cuban activities • 


During the past two years, we 
disseminated over 225 items consisting 
li ,475 pages of intelligence data relatin 
yuly 26 Movement, its members, and its d 
I Of cj>ur£& ii-a-LZ—ay* this has asms, to S tate 
I and 
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have 
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ur informant go 


felj) 




This information related by tftij; informant 
upon his return was received 11-13+ffa, analysed 
and presented in a memorandum II-I0-58 > Adi j 
dissem inated 11-1Q-Z8 to th e Department Sr State, 

Customs, I’Mmgirat ion 

aturalizatton Service, Civil ^ronaa*/iii 
Administration, the Department and intelligence 
branches of the Army, Navy and Air Force 1 : 


hi 
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According to information received by the 
informant , Fidel Castro is expected to replace the 
United States Military Mission with one\\from Venezuela • 
In this manner Castro hopes arms and ammunition can be 
channeled into ,Cuba through this Mission with which 
to start guerrilla warfare against the Dominican 
Republic • The informant added there is much popular 
support for such action and Fidel Castro's announcement 
as to his line of successors, in the event of his 
death, has been interpreted by many as dn indication 
he may leave Cuba to start an attach on \ the Dominican 
Republic and he loants everyone to know uho will remain 
in charge in Cuba • It was indicated thdt Castro will 
not use Cuban Government troops against the Dominican 
Republic but will seek to initiate a revolt within 
the country • 


Continuing, the informant adde\ 
communist activity is increasing in Cuba 
means of demonstrations, meetings and th\ 
newspaper "Hoy, " Cartoons are used depi\ 
United States supplying arms to a brute 
innocent people in a pit • The brute wea 
bands, one labeled FBI and the other BRA 
Cuban Government Bureau for Repression oj 
Activi ty) • 






The informant stated that the police 
are rarely seen and rebel forces are' patrolling the 
streets • It was also stated the followers of former 
Cuban President Carlos Prio Sacarras are seeking 
positions and jobs through other organizations but 
were not named by the informant • According to the 
informant. United Embassy personnel are hot well 
regarded by the Cuban Government and the 
are highly critical of the U»S, press • 


people 


ajjed 


h9 


Continuing, the informant st 
of factory owners have reguested a..jn&eti 
President Urrupia in order that 'he might 
statement with respect to ^industry* The 
industry is reportedly wmrried because e 
July 26 Movement or communist labor delekj* 
demanding the Adoption of a "seventy' 1 ‘poi 
* program a " It was also stated ther<$ js n 
reprisals agaihst the Batista Government 
outside of Cuba or indication of plans 
fo kidnap such persons for trial in Cuba 


bk 


a delegation 
with 

make a policy 
sugar 
tther the 
at ions are 
jf it reform 
> talk of 
people 
ing made 


It was also stated there is still some 
resistance t^th^nej^aov^nrmentfrom the followers 

of formeri PBHJHMIHHHHIIIIHHHP as occasionally 
three or four of the Icrfter^ group will 
shooting and are usually killed by rebel 
patrol % 


drive around 
forces on 


This data was disseminated on January 28 , 1959, 
to the Department, State, and the military intelligence 
agencies • 

J. Infojynatjon from Cuban Consular Officials 

During the course of our investigation of 
Cuban matters the Cuban Consuls General for the 
Batista Government in Miami and Mew York 1 City 
regularly provided information, which wak promptly 
passed on to all interested agencies « j 

! 

4* Allegation of Mafia and Underworld Criminal 
Assistance to Castro 1 


received 
rel iable 


On January 6, 1959 » informati 
by this Bureau from a source wh 
information in the past that 


mi shed 




Our appropriate 


6 lb 








field office (Newark) has teen alerted to watch for 
any information in this regard , ( Source \ of this 

informati. on Newark criminal inf orman t\ 



tAjLIJ) 


to State, 

Division and military intelligence agencies* 

ff, Eetalfatfon Kgajnst Batista in the 

United States 


ary 22, 1959, 1/7 £ 

Internal Security*-*'^ 


vbl 


O n Januari^iy^ighg, a sour ce 

i ^ e y 

who is in toucf^vithsom^aspe^^of the 
furnished information which had come to 
He stated the airline Aerovias Q operate 
also from Havana, to Key West and Nairn Be\ 


pf unknown 
West, Florida) 

Cuban situation 
his attention, /Jr 
s within Cuba and 
| ach, Florida, Its 
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resiaesln PalnTBeach. This airline is the only 
one which has been permitted consistently to use 
Camp Columbia, a Cuban Army base, as ?4s terminal 
and has been considered an affiliate of the Cuban 
Air Force • 


lie 




s Angeles, 
cisco, 
re instructed 
mish data 
ut an actual 


On January 21, 1959 > this Bui 
Miami, Boston, Chicago, Jacksonville, 

Newark, New Orleans, New York City, San 
San Juan and Washington Field Offices 
to alert all sources in a position to 
regarding such a plan • It was pointed 
conspiracy or incidents of this type coitld involve 
a violation of the kidnapping statute • j The offices 
were instructed to determine from the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service and other available 
sources the identities and whereabouts of any Batista 
adherents in each field office area who fled from 
Cuba and who might be victims of such p\lot • 


On the same date our representative in 
Cuba was alerted and instructed to report immediately 






expanding 



should data be received confirming or 
the alleged plot , 

Above data was disseminated 
1959) to the Attorney General . Vice 

Undersecretary Herter, 

\ Immigration and Na t oral z zat i oh Service 
and military intelligence agencies , 


January 21, 

P, 


4 



On January 22 , 1959 > source who has 

reliable information in the\past 




vised this Bureau's Miami Office he 


returned 


from Havana, Cuba, on January 19, 1959) after 
spending twelve days in Cuba • During visits to 
several police stations, the source overheard 
several unidentified pro-Castro police officers 
remark that if the war criminals now in foreign 
countries are not turned over to the Cuban 
Government for prosecution, such individuals will 
be persecuted in way considered most convenient 
and kidnapped "by a group of individuals known as 
r the Suicides'" who are awaiting orders • These 
qame police officers reportedly stated that if the 
Dominican Republic does not return war criminals 
now in the country, the Dominican Republic will be 
invaded from Haiti or some other place , 




The source roas unable to fu: 
specific details nor does he know the 
"the Suicides, " It was the source's 
" the Suicides" may be part of a sui_ci& 
as "Juramentados" who are under the c 
" Guevaro , Castro revolutionary leader 
suspected communist ," On January 26 , 
source stated he believes "the Suicid ^ 
Juramentados , who are allegedly being 
will be under the command of Ernesto 
sometimes referred to as Guevara, Thb 
Guevaro is the same person he suspects 
communist and reportedly comes from -4r< 
is in command of La Cabana Fortress n 


1959 


fnish more 
identities of 
Opinion that 
e group known 
Ipmmand of 
and a 
1959 » the 
s" group of 
activated, 
\'Che" Guevaro, 
source added 
of being a 
; gentina and 
bar Havana, 



Above data disseminated Janiiari 

to the Department, State, I 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
military intelligence agencies , 


















group was revealed in the broadcast 
unable to recall his name . The d esti\ 
the group was not known to 


bu 


t was 
pat ion of 


ha 


The above data was dissemi 
1959. to the Depa rtment, 

\Immigrat 

Natural i zat i oh Serv i ce and the mil i to 
agencies . 



On January 27, 1959, a sour 
furnished reliably informat ion in the 

‘ adv 

Bureau’s Miami Office ne returned fry 
midnight on January 26 , 1959 • While 
source received no indication that a 
to kidnap so-called Cuban war criming. 
United States or elsewhere . 


bic 


ted 

| State, the 
ion and 
ry intelligence 


bd- 


ce who has 

teed* this 
m Cuba at L^l 

in Cuba the JM 

plan exists ^ 

Is in the 


Oh January 26, 1959, r 

Miami representative of Aerouias Que Airlines, 
advised he had heard a rumor on the streets of 
Miami last iveek that Castro supporters were being 
dispatched to Miami to kidnap war criminals . 

unable to identify the source for 
the rumor, attributing it to idle gossip and 
speculation • He added he had returned to Miami 
from Havana, Cuba, on January 25, 1959, and had 
received no information while in Cuba in 
substantiation of the rumor . 


above data was disseminated 

te 


January 2d, 

Department, 

and Natural Tzat i on Service a 
intelligence agencies . 


Lie 



6 . .Reported -Meet/reos of Bat ista Adherents 


in Mitjmi Ajrgg 

This Bureau received an an\ 
dated January 21, 1959, at Miami, FI 
"a neighbor of Hialeah." The letterl 
fall of the Batista regime some two 
followers have sought refuge in Hial'e* 
creating problems among the Cubans s\ 
was alleged that the Batista adhere 
meetings in the vicinity of the writ 
which meetings are attended by some 
twenty persons. According to the wr\ 
these individuals are well provided 
it is rumored they live at the Duporkb 
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onymous letter 
orida, signed 
dated since the 
hundred Batista 
ah and are 
fettled there, 
s are holding 


ht 


It 


er 9 s home, 
fifteen to 
iter, some of 
ioith money and 
Plaza (city 


i 




w ik. ^ il 

not iridicatedJ^ITh^writer warned of the followers 
of a certain^BKKKKBF stating the spelling might be 1/1/ 
incorrect and added that a rumor was circulating that Dl'' 
Batista would arrive in Miami in a few days » The 
letter stated the writer to be a citizen of Venezuela • 

On January 21, 1959 1 the Miami Office was 
instructed to check with appropriate sources and 
informants to determine if the Batista adherents are LA 
active in the Micn^area* Disseminated^ January 21, LxP 
1959, to State, Immigration and Internal Security 
Division • 


Relevant to the above alle $ 
be noted that a Washington Capital Ni 
dispatch on January 22, 1959, stated 
interviewed on January 21, 1959, at ? 
residence in the Dominican Republic^ 
correspondent for New York radio stat 
Batista stated he has no intention oj 
armed invasion attempt against Castn 
and men against Castro • Batista sta\ 
was "an evil invention they are makii 
their murders and disorders •" Bat i si 
he was setting up a government- in^exi 
Dominican Republic and that thousandi 
and killed by secret police and armec 
his regime • 


at ion, it may 
ws Service 
Batista was 


ion WWW. ^ 

making an 
or to send arms 
ed the rumor 
g to Justify 
a also denied 
le in the 
were tortured 
forces during 


SIC 



In view of the allegation t 
steps are being contemplated by Castr 
the Batista adherents in exile in the 
give rise to actual kidnapping attemp 
obvious resentment that exists among 
against the U.S • for aiding of Batist 
advisable to expand this Bureau's coy 
activities • Accordingly, Depart ment j 
was obtained January 2J, 19 


hat retaliatory 
o forces against 
U»S., which might 
ts, plus the 
the Castro forces 
a, it was deemed 
erage of Cuban 
of State cl earance 
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one had indicated in advance the time that Batista would 
step out of office • (The Office of Security had furnished 
all Cuban matters received from the Bureau, including gun 
running, to the appropriate desks in the Statd Department • 
No information known to the Office of Security pinpointed 
the time or date of Batista 1 s flight •) 


He 


Under the new procedures the Office 
is under orders to furnish, immediately upon 
copies of all communications received from t 
the Director of Intelligence and Research • 
exceptions: Copies of matters relating to E 

and copies from the Bureau replying to Office 
requests, that is, \name checks, et cetera, ar\ 
furnished to the Director of Intelligence and ! 
It is still the responsibility of the Office 
to route items of interest to other desks in 


of Security 
receipt. 

Bureau to 
'here are two 
tiployee Security 
of Security 
e not 
Research* 
of Security 
the 


Department of State to the appropriate desks «| 

C • Comme7}t£ on Corrective Mecjsigres 

1 . Comnjgnts bu Department of S tate Official 


oml 


rwa 


On January 21, 1959$ T 

Director, Officf of Securitiu^evartment 
advised Special Agent 

keeping track of the amount of material 
from the Bureau which is immediately fo 
the Office of Intelligence and Research • 
further advised ithat at the time he was 
furnish to the Office of Intelligence 
information received from the FBI, he 
there was reluctance on the part of some 
the Office of Intelligence and Research 
this material • Mr* Bail ey had the feeli 
Office of Intelligence and Research is n 
and within a few days the system will be 
back to the prior arrangement • Mr*~BaH 


and 


led 


i n Ba He~y~, 
of State, 
they are 
received 
rded to 
ten- Bailey 
Ordered to f fl/" 
Research, Q 
rned that 


some concern over his present instruct io 
disseminate everything received from the 
Office of Intelligence and Research when 
did not relate to items of actual intere, 
office • This concern stemmed not only f 
security of the Bureau T s information but 
the possibility that the Office of Intel 
Research might use it to get into the do 
field with the exception of Employee Sec 


persons in 
to receive 
ng that the 
ow "swamped" 
changed 
ey- expressed 


ns to 
FBI to the 
the matters 
jst to that 
rom the 
also from 
ligence and 
me stic 
urity • 


2 • Comme? }ts fry the Bureau 


The procedure , now in effect , of immediately 
furnishing all communications to the Office of 
Intelligence and Research, received by the Department 
of State from the Bureau, places internal security and 
domestic intelligence matters in the hand\s of persons 
having no "need to know" and who have not previously 
received such items • 


The procedure may actually si oh the 

( transmittal of pertinent information to the Under 
Secretary and the Secretary of State rather than 
expedite such transmittal because the great bulk of 
Bureau information is other than positive foreign 
intelligence which presumably is the sole interest of 
the Office of Intelligence and Research • Time consumed 
in preparation of copies of these communications tends 
to slow down their handling • 


D» Other Ross i bl e Correct ive Measures 


In the absence of an FBI-type inspection to determine 
the manner in which intelligence information from outside 
agencies is routed, correlated and transmitted through 
channels to the Under Secretary and the Secre\ 

Bureau is not in a position to make positive 
recommendations $ however, in the absence of duch an 
inspection, the following possible correct ive\ measure is 
perhaps worthy of notes 


itary, the 
admini st rat i ve 


Under Secretary of State Herter should not only fix 
responsibility on his subordinates for keeping him informed 
but should insist on periodic briefings by them on topics 
of vital importance • It is the responsibility of the 
Assistant Secretaries of State and the Director of Intelligence 
and Research to keep the Under Secretary and \the Secretary 
advised of pertinent information for their use so that they 
in turn, can advise the President and Vice President* The 
workability of such a procedure is dependent \on the 
competence of personnel involved and their willingness to 
present complete , concise, unbiased evaluated intelligence m 


It would be impractical to transmit 
communications to high-ranking officials such. 
Under Secretary or Secretary of State but it 


all FBI 
as the 

is reasonable 






to furnish them, on a selective basis, communications 
containing intelligence of apparent importance and 
interest to them, as the Bureau has done in the past • 
However, in making this dissemination the FBI is not 
assuming any of the responsibilities of the Assistant 
Secretaries of State or the Director of Intelligence 
and Research to present their superiors in the 
Department of State with complete, concise, correlated 
and evaluated intelligence • 


F. 

The problems in the State Department drive 
home three basic concepts of intelligence evaluation 
which should be implemented, wherever possible, where 
intelligence data is received and put to use * i 



(l) There must be a strong system within 
each agency or department designed to keep officials 
at policy-making levels advised of situations as they 
develop • It is essential that this system be j so devised 
as to insure a flow of information in anticipation of 
events and not simply in reaction to events which have 


transpired • 


(2) The principle of separation of intelligence 
evaluation from intelligence collection is a bound one and 
should be achieved whenever possible • All top often where 
an intelligence collector is also acting as an evaluator 
his opinions become slanted by an emphasis on data collected 
in connection with his own work with the result that proper 
evaluation is not placed on other data available • 

( 3 ) Intelligence from all sources jnusi be 
correlated and due consideration must be given to each 
source in the evaluation process • New data, although 

it appears incredible should not be completely disregarded 
simply because corroboration is not yet available or because 
standing alone it may seem invalid • 



(, 
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This evaluation was made in spite I c/ the fact 
that information previously disseminated from this same 
source had proved to be accurate on a number of occasions ; 
specifically, we obtained advance information. of the 
serious illness of Joseph Stalin and the fact that he would 
be succeeded by Georg i Malenkov • 27if^^iifonbiot/on was 
disseminated on February 10 , 1953 , £o®B(&zn<i other agencies • 
Stalin died March 5» 1953» °Md Malenkov immediately 
succeeded him as premier of the Soviet Unioni 

This point is further illustrated lyth^fact 
that in our dissemination of information frok. 071 

March 16 , 1954 , we included information that ,, according 
to the Soviet official, Molotov was criticized by his 
superiors for his lack ' L ' 

w 


& 


Berl 




’, Molotov admitted 

in statements which he made in a speech in Fk 
He said his views were politically and theore 
yiolotov^s speech had been criticized by the (!i 
organ "Kommunist" and it is noted that such a 


bruary, 1955 • 
tically in error • 
ommunist Forty 
riticism by 


" Kommunist " was approximately only a year afver our March, 


1954 , dissemination He most likely had beei^ 
criticized considerably prior to the public 


privately 
| riticism* 


V. BUREAU LIAISON SITUATION IN CUBA 




V 



A . Ident itu of Bwrea u Personnel Assigned to, Havana i, Cuba 


There are at present five Bureau employes assigned 
to Havana, as follows : 



Legal Attache Ja, 

Assistant Legal Attache 
Assistant Legal Attache 
Stenographer 
Stenographer 

Current Ag2rnngjeme7vts 

l 

Our Legal Attache, Havana, Cuba , by let | 
January IJ, 1959 » advised the present state 
enforcement is extremely confused. The fligH 
and the almost complete taking over of goverr\, 
by Castro followers j has completely stripped 
the Legal Attache of police contacts. He s 
situation as follows: 


blC 


of 

'it 


police agenc\ 
had four 
°led and, 


ter dated 
Cuban law 
of Batista 
1 ment functions 
Office of 
rized the 


the 

umma 


1 . Cuban Na ti^naJ^^PgJAce 

This is the principal 
all of Cuba. The Legal Attache 
to fall of Batistai Three have 
otlwr^sunknown . The present 
W/KKBtKHRtook office on January 8, 1 
has no police experience and was a cab driv d: 
before joining Castro t s forces in 1 95^ • His 
were killed fighting against Batista. No co| 
made with him. 


irig 


y which covers 
contacts here prior 
whereabouts of the 

e reportedly U /( 
r in Havana ^ 
three brothers 
ntact has been > 


2. Qsgantmeryt of InjjestfgatTon of the, Cuban 


in 


e d 


This was the major c ontact point 
National Police. Its previous^^///} a contd , < 
Cuba as did his assistant. Two of his aided 
are in hiding. Two other aides were detain 
forces took over but were re leased after thr\ 
fund ionsar^^^mHed^The 

He was formerly a 

Ju^^^^th^pa&^beencormected in revolution 

^ ias a long 

communist activities. 

3. Nat i onal Bureau o f Id en t if i cat ion 


National Police 


blC 


the Cuban 
ct, has fled 

who were contacts , 
when the Castro 
ee days. Their 
| a Castro adherent 
bank employee and 
| ary activities 
history of 


This organization maint 
fication records and files and 


ins finger\ 
s been almo 
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print and ident i- 
st inactive since 






the revolution • Although employees under the Bcitista regime 
have evidently retained their positions , they have not been 
allowed to carry out their regular functions • 


4. Cuban Bureau for, the Regression of Comruni^st Aptiviti^s 


This organization furnished data on communist 
activities in Cuba • Its director escaped with B^atista and 
its assistant director is in hiding • The head 6f the in- 
vestigations section is under arrest • The filed of the 
organization are in possession of JSmesto Guevara, a Castro 
adherent, and there is every indication the filps will be 
destroyed as the Communist Party is now operating openly • 

5* Cyban Secret Pol ice \ 


This group mainly investigates counterfe 
narcotics • Its former head, a contact, has fled 
200 of the former 240 agents of the group have 

6* Jud icial Pol ice 


iting and 
Cuba and 
been dismissed • 


This organization investigates a variety of criminal 
matters for C uban courts o perating under the Ministry of 


Jus^ce^^Its^^^^^^KB^/l a contact 
^K/B/l^ttttKtKII^^tfhasbeen name < 
the Secret and Judicial Police • He was a conta> 

Attache from 1 944 until 19 *>2, He visited the Bureau in 

1 ' i i i ^icUr.ial Pol i 

JM M 

WKV'he Secret Police, 1950-195^~» ana uws a contkct • There is 
no known derogatory data on either • Legal Attache has very 
little business with the Secret or Judicial Police • 


e pose d « 

of both 
of Legal 

e. Rep ort edit 
who was 1 


7* Customs Polity 


This 



iroup investigates smuggling • 
ioth contacts, no longer hold 


8 • Cuban Bwregu of Census 


left 


Its 

t ificatdon and 
is to retire 


This group registers al^Cuban voters 
who remains in office, an^thejjKKKB^its Id 
Investigation Sect i wfeo wa 
January 7 9» 1959> has ir^as^mac^available voters’ registration si 
of Cuban Communist Party » Legal Attache has ad 
these records will be unavailable because of co 
Government authorities have had access thereto • 
advised Legal Attache former employees of CensUp 'Bureau filed 
complaint against him alleging he made Census Bureau records 
available to Cuban intelligence organizations during Batista 


their positions 


■Lie 


pised in future _ , 
aints Qi(L 


m, 
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V 


siotfn 


regime; that complaint might allege he also made Census 
Bureau records available to Legal Attache of fide; but 
that present officials of Census Bureau have told him 
privately that they believe complaint will be withdrawn 
with no action taken • 


I 

I 


I 

I 
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Kf’i. 
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it 


U J 

to 


oH 


«*£ 


o 



(j. 



9 # if; 1 it ia organ i zat i on 


the 



This is a new police group organized si 
revolut ion and compose^^fc^Sk^&ro elements, 

and zs 

whose Tat Ke? was k illed in 1957 y reportedly py Bati 
elements . ^ een contacted in the past by Agents 

and was fn^^^t^be an intelligent , honorable young man . 

was^KK/ff^the July 26 Movement in Miami in 1957 • This 
group z's mainly concerned with the apprehension of informers 
who operated for Batista . It reportedly hopes to become the 
"FBI" of Cuba . 


EX 


The present efforts of police agencies in Cuba are 
almost entirely directed toward the apprehension and prosecu- 
tion of notorious supporters and informers of the Batista 
regime . The Legal Attache indicated that in\ his initial •' 
contact with police officials he intended to indicate that 
FBI contacts were strictly in the criminal fPeld and to 
point out our ability to be of assistance on matters of a 
criminal nature . 

10, Current lustjyuetlgn^ Linritfng Contact's I 


The Director said he felt the office of the Legal 
Attache in Cuba should not try and press for j any contacts 
until a clearer picture develops. The uegaT\ Attache was so 
instructed by cablegram on January l6, 1959 • 


C, Reb&l Resentment Ajgainst FBI m in Cuba 


l , AlJ^JBBLLiQIkS. Made By MaJjgr^ Ernesto Gugvara 


" Chicago Tribune" issue January L0\ 1959 y carried 
an article dated January 9, L959y at Havana , 0uba, prepared 
by "Chicago Tribune " press service under headline "Castro 
Chief Charges FBI Aided Batista," According po article , during 
news conference in Havana on January 9y 1 959 y ' Major Ernesto 
"Che" Guevara , described as one of Fidel Castpo's "most trusted 
commanders accused FBI of supplying Batista dictatorship with 
information enabling it to capture rebel arms' shipments , Article 
reported that Guevara claimed reports found ip. files of Batista's 
Bureau for Repression of Communist Activities' (BRAG) mentioned 
FBI as sour^^oj^informc^dor^^ReDorte^^^^Gukvara alleged lO/? 
reports to HHBHIHfliHHHHHBM listed asOIE- 

source , but "FBI" was crosse^ou^an^^Con^dential Informants" 
substituted. Guevara said that documents captured by rebel 
forces proved conclusively that ERAC was very I close to FBI. 




The Legal Attache , Havana , advised on January 19, 

1959, that no information appeared in the Havana newspapers 
concerning Guevara's alleged charges. The Legal Attache 
pointed out that his dealings with ERAC were strictly in 
relation with communist matters and that no information was 
furnished by him concerning rebel activities \or arms ship- ,n^ 
ments . The Legal Attache speculat ed that thjt sour ce of the 0 { v_ 
" Chicago Tribune " article might &£ Lat in- 

America representative for that newspaper who, was then in 
Havana r-**- 


Concerning charge we supplied Batista regime with 
information enabling it to capture rebel arms shipments, 

Bureau has not disseminated such information I to Cuban author i- 

not within our 
During course 


ties . Investigation' of such arms shipments jf 
jurisdiction but is responsibility of Customs. 


pro -Castro move- 
possible 
a considerable 


ta 



of our investigation regarding activities of 
ment in U. S. (aimed primarily at developing 
Registration Act violations) , we did develop 
amount of information incidental to our investigation regarding 
alleged arms shipments on behalf of Cuban reqels . We dis- 
seminated such data to other inter ested IL S 
agencies including Customs, State , 

and in many instances, the military intelligence agencTesl 
Moreover, we have, where the matter appeared to be of possible 
interest to the U. S . Embassy in Havana, furnished it to Legat, 
Havana, for local dissemination at the Embassy. It is con- 
ceivable that data of this type originating ityith FBI has been 
utilized by other U. S. agencies to keep Batista Government 
informed as to H. S. efforts to counteract anti-Batista 
activities in U . S. 


In one instance. State Department 


requested authority to furnish FBI information regarding 


rebel activities to Cuban authorities, as fol 


lows: 


_ _ . During 

August, 195&, we furnished State and other agencies with 
information received by San Antonio Office from a source to 
the effect that anti-Batista Cuban exiles in 
to bomb Presidential Palace in Havana , 
guised with U. S. Air Force markings. State 
requested authority to have U. S. Embassy in uxu.uu.riu. / au,y 
information to Cuban Government in paraphrased form, describing 
it as " unconfirmed report " and not attributing it to FBI. We 
told State we had no objection to this action. Subsequent 
investigation by the Bureau of persons allegedly involved in 
this affair failed to substantiate original charge. 


spec ifically 


H. S. planned 
utilizing plane dis- 

Department 

j Havana relay 
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BRAC, 
Batista r 


Concerning charge FBI furnished 
fol lowina is noted: BRAC 


formation to 

py 


activities by Cuban Government had previously 
between various agencies , principally Cuban ft 
InteHigence and (Gabon National Police » How 


~Inv^^agationpf communist 

been split 
i 1 i ti 

Ueri 




ivana, on 


Bureau instruct ip 

circumspect in dealings with BRAC. However, 
our policy of cooperating with official securf 
friendly foreign governments where such coop 
work to our detriment or endanger our source 
changed a limited amount of information with 
communist activities . This cooperation has 
strengthening our liaison position in the rec 
quisition of data of interest to us, as well 
international communist activities . For inst \ 
\ember , 1957 > on informant of Legat, Hay, 




ns, has been 
i in line with 
ity agencies of 
ration would not 
we have ex - 
C concerning 
sen aimed at 
iprocal ac- 
s counteracting 
nee, durinc 



Cuban officials were most 
furnished by Legat and pointed 
lative agencies had 



appreciative of 
that the Cuban 



in Cuban press and was a major 
movement. At time information 
given in strict confidence and 
indications, ujhcrtever, that ___ 
It is no ted^^B^ subsequently 



’* Uf C UAAO 

in^uv 

tlz^bec 


setback to Cubkn 
was furnished to 
to now there 
violated 
ecame 



capacity he carried on a cordial correspon dent 
from time to time . During November , 1957 t 
Washington, D. C., at which tim^he visited the 
According to press reports, led Cuba for 

Republic following the overcrow of the Batista 


pu 

■unist 

it xoas 
been no 
fidence 

and in this 
ith Director 
_ \vi sit ed 
Director . 
the Dominican 
Government . 
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1 


SE«tftT 


D, PuljTJvJtv Cjgncejviirig Cubaga Army MUJf^LU MvtJfHfgence 


<S'ert>zce (SIM) "^nor^y Cards 


The Havana , Cuba, newspaper , "Revo l 


official organ of the July 26 Movement of Cuba, in its 
issue of January 1 ?, 1959» pointed out that a 
the files at SIM disclosed that SIM honorary 
had been issued to " neighbors of the Americari Embassy in 


ucion , " the 


review of 
\credent ials 


of this Embassy 
work of spying , 


Cuba " and it was supposed that the employees 
had dedicated themselves to the undiplomatic 
The article was accompanied by photographs of the cards in 
question which had thereon photographs of the individuals 
to whom these cards were issued including FBI Special Agent 
John J. Wachter, former! u Assis tant Legal Attache in Havana ; 

^^\the Immigration and 

Natural i zatto^HJervic^^^JS ) a^tJ^^Mi^^^uil&nbassy, 

Havana; both 

whom ar ^a^c^N^emvIouees assigned to the Embassy: an d ”7 C 






zaison officer at zne 
were not identified insofar as their employiri 
concerned; however, the names of each of thes\ : 
set out. 


s so portrayed 
to agency was 
[e persons were 



vised from 
the publi - 
to contact 
o obtain data. 

these 



Havana that 

cation "U, Hews and. •’■/or Id Report" planned 
representatives of the new Cuban Government 4| 
to be used in an article per 
cards. On January 20 , 1 959, 

S, News and World Report" advised the | Bureau f 
\had checked into this matter but had decided not to 
w^ttethe article since he had discovered that a Cuban 
nevjspaper had planted a phony story that there were five 
American spies for Batista who had entree into Cuban 
intelligence files. 


to 


bCC 


A letter dated January 22 , ~1959t 
Attaches pointed out zhat it is wrong' for our\ 
personnel to accept cards of this nature wher\ 
a likelihood that they could cause embarrass , 
Bureau; that all Legal Attache^ should promptl 
this situation in each office and see to it t 
have not obtained such cards unless their use \ 
essential to the effective operations of the 


all Legal 
foreign 
e there is 
ment to the 
y survey 
hat personnel 
is absolutely 
'pffice involved. 

















BOORUM & PEASE 


o f State Christian A . Herter ; 

^gj^kthe Immigration and Naturalization service; ^ 

th^issistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence , Department 
of the Array; the Office of Special Investigations, Air Force 
the Director of Naval Intelligence; the Attorney General; 
and Deputy Attorney General Lawrence E* Walsh • 


On January 24, 1959 t a source who is inclose 
t with Haitian officials in New York City 

mentioned above ) furnished information that the 


that the p, 
includin 


Our New York Office advised on January 24, 1959s 

esidinq in New York Cit 




semi 







On January 2 J, 1959 » _ _ 

advised our New York Office that Tier husband xoas in 
Cuba, purpos e unknow n to her • Cm January 26 and 2 ?, 19599 

furnished the following 


A delegation of Haitians arrived in 
on January 22 , 19599 seekin^meT^an^ar^ to 
the Government of Haiti . con - 

Castro, conferred with th^HattiansJdec lined 
assistance from Cuba at present and told the 
to organize its forces and then ask for assis 
Cubans have no plans presently to assist the 
of Haiti, the Dominican Republic or Nicaragua 
have many problems of their own • 




information* 


Havana 
overthrow 
fidant of 

any 

Relegation 
ance • The 
tevoluti onari es 
as they 


bi4 


lated to 


The foregoing data has b 
the State Department; th 

the Immi gra tion and Na turdTTza tion Servi ce; the 
Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence, Department 
of the Army; the Office of Special Investigate 
Air Force; the Director of Naval Intelligence' 


Internal Security Division ojf the Justice Department . 


While the Haitian situation has been 
closely, in view of these most recent develop 
have instructed the New York, Miami, Jacksonv 
San Juan and Washington Field Offices by tele 
January 2 J, 19599 immediately intensify inR 
involving Haiti, including informant cases , a 
all logical contacts and sources to be certaih 
promptly apprised of all significant developnur, 
were instructed that particular efforts shoulq, 
be sure the Bureau is aware of any possible e. 
against Haiti from the U,S, which might involR 
statutes within our jurisdiction and that all 
of this type should be vigorously investigate R 
resolved at the earliest possible time • In 
concentration of Haitian exiles at New York C 
reported involvement of the Haitian Consulate 
in current developments regarding Haiti, we 
steps to effect technical coverage of the Hai$ 
Consulate, New York City • 


followed 
kents we 
file, Newark, 

ype 

estigations 
to alert 


b^l 


ons, 

and 


the 


hd 

we are 
nts . They 
be made to 
Rpeditions 
e neutrality 
allegations 
and 

ew of the 
{ ty and 

New York City, 
ve initiated 

ian 


ha 


B • Prijor Efasuccessjfai Plot in Miami 

On July 29 , 19589 a group of indiviR 
including two former Dade County, Florida, de, 


uals, 

'duty sheriffs 


and three former Haitian Army officers , landed in Haiti 
by boat "Mollie C" of Key West, Florida, and Attached 
the presidential palace in an unsuccessful attempt to 
overthrow the government . All participants wejre hilled • 

In view of the fact that a representative of the Department 
of State in Miami, Florida, had prior knowledge of the 
activities of the participants and did not advise us, and 
since all participants were hilled, we did not enter the 
investigation . 
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had been providing 

informatio^t^ou^Ne^xo^^gjice voluntarily with 
regard to other matters contacted us on Januc fy 1, 1959 
following the downfall of Batista • Since thct time she 
has provided considerable information concerting the 
Cuban situation as set forth hereinafter • I 


and her two brothe 

irst married to 


5323*1 


1777771 






marr 


at the Hotel Bretton 
195&* She formerly 
in the import-export business 
being in 


resided 


TO 






t^ v/TT >¥'¥■ 


in two invest tout! o 
on was reliable 


tlher 


Util 


| TnfnT. 


itid States 


F-Ji'OBffTTf 






ement such as 


the July 26 
a Havana real estate man 


ated to vrovisigoal uresideh tlO ) 
nd 

wealthy sugar plantation owners in Cuba 


Is 0 . 


YmTXoemml 
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1. Cuban Filing Against Former U. S % Ambassador 
Earl E, T. Smith 


On Januar 


vised 

the 

July2^4ovement, had convinced the Movement on 
declaring U • S . Ambassador Smith persona non grata 
as the first official act of the new rebel government. 
She stated she was trying to convince the New York 
rebel leaders to permit Smith to resign and that a 
call would be made to Cuba in an effort to convince 
Castro to let Smith do so, but she believed that this 
was hopeless. She further advised that three state- 
ments were in preparation which were to be released as 
soon as the provisional president took office. These 
statements concerns (l) A statement regarding the 
declaration of Smith as persona non grata; (2) a 


declaration of Smith as persona non grata; ( 2j a 
statement regarding the renegotiation of the rental 
of the Guantanamo Naval Base in Cuba; and (3) d 
statement regarding the exposure of Ambassador Smith 
as having engaged in business ventures with Batista. 


ador Smith 
^ Batista. 

advised that 


On January 4, 1959, __ 

the Cuban people wanted an Ambassador from the 
United States who was a man of the people. The Cubans l~7 Z - ' 
did not want a rich society man. She added that the ^ ^ 

spirit of anti-Americanism was very strong in Havana, 
not against the American Government as such but against 
the Department of State and Ambassador Smi th in 
particular. \ 

i 

On January 8, 1 959 vised 
that the July 26 Movement was very nappy with the 
recognition of the new government by the Uhited States. 

She added that the Cuban people were still \ upset over 
the fact that Ambassador Smith toas still assigned to i 
Cuba. She noted that Fidel Castro was very bitter Iq ( v 

toward the British Government over the sale of planes 
to the Batista Government and that Castrg isos in favor 
gcall of the British Ambassador. According to 
the provisional president was qble to 
reason with Castro concerning the British Ambassador 
but that the question of the United States] Ambassador 
was a different story because it affected the feeling 
and the thinking of the entire population of Cuba which 
was against Ambassador Smith. 


lolC 






It is noted Ambassador Smithes resignation 

ording 
dies on 


was announced on January 10 , 
to the press, he returned to 
January 20, 1959 • above 

dissemi 

State, 

military agencies • 


act 



1959* and, a 
the United St | 
information 

De parti 

and 


was 

ynent of 

the 


On January 19* 1959* advised 

that former American AmbassadorEari^s^Fl Smith 
paid his respects at the palace on January 19, 1959 * 
prior to departing from Cuba, at which time he was 
rudely treated and afforded only three minutes to 
pay his respects inasmuch as he was disliked by the 
Cuban people • Above disseminated on January 21, 1959* 
to Under Secretary of State Christian A • Berber: 

'i ce of Security. De partment of State 

ind the military agencies • Same 
Information furnished on January 21, 1959 * 

Vice President Nixon and the Attorney Genet 
summary of information previously furnishep 
concerning the Cuban situation • 


to 

I ral with 


















up 



the Republican Party in Florida had coi^^&'bed an 
inquiry into the matter and advised to give 

the idea of becoming Ambassador as there ions too 
much p olHic al pressure U • S, Ambassador Smith • 

stated that related that the 

icert ained thht Democratic 

an 

attorney from South Miam^^p^ind i visual name* 
and an individual named both from Miami, 

Florida, had investments in Cuba and the profits were 
too lucrative to have Smith replace^a^&mfth was 
taking care of their investments • seated that 

the Republican PartT^r^PU>rida ascertained in the 
beginning that 1008 sympathetic toward 

the revolutionar^movemen^DUoiDas induced to visit Cuba 
and was given shares and interests in busi 
lending his name, for visitin^Cuba and fo 
former President Batista . advised t 

interests included minin g and c ement plant 
way the sugar industry • HUfalso stat 
fronted for these investments and tha 
for the Italian money and was also influen 
Presidential palace in business ventures b 
Ambassador Smith and former President Bati 


bT 


ss there for 
talking to 
t the business 
and in some_ 

that 

ronted 
ial at the 
tween 
ta. 


extremely 
had 


to be 

careful with this inform cw or^cndstat ed 
ascertained that QHHp wi * bh 

wh^wa^ir^th^U* S, Navy witf^^^^jPre^dent Nixon and 

during World War II • jflflHp stated that 
n^naaalso ascertained that Vice President Nixon was 
also in on the investments in Cuba and tha$ all 
individuals involved had benefited financially • 
advised that when the Vice Preside! 

Florida, he stayed at the home{ 

requested that this information not be disseminated 
outside the Bureau • No commitment was made to her in 
this regard • This information was received on the night 
of January 9, 1959» Smith* s resignation as] Ambassador 
was announced on the morning of January lOi 1959i ond 
as this resolved the situation, no dissemination was 
made of this information • 









y 


3 • Attitude of Cuban Government to Offer of 


p r 


Sojjigt Aid and Com^iism 

On January 4 , 1 959, vised 
that the Russian Government toas making urusual over- 
tures and putting pressure on the rebel government 
through unnamed Lot in-American countries to have the 
Russians recognized and diplomatic relations 
established • She reported that the Gubar, treasury 
was completely looted by Batista and his government 
when they left Cuba and that the new government was 
in dire need of money • She advised that the Russian 
Government through the Governments of Costa Rica and 
Venezuela had offered unlimited funds to the new 
government but the new government was reluctant to 
accept this offer • 

On January 8, 2 959 * advised that 

the Cuban rebels were very much concerned over a 
statement concerning the Communist Party which was . 
mentioned in the newspapers and identified as having 5 
come from Ernesto "Che " Gde vara^on^o^C 'astr o *8 
military leaders • According Guevara 

was a "foreigner]! and had no say in the new government 
and did not speak for the Cuban people cinceming 
communism • She added that Guevara toas or. excellent 
military man, was used by the July 26 Movement as a 
military man, and that Castro had had difficulties 
with him • 


Be 



The above information 
nt. State Department, 
nd the military agencTesl 




On January 19 , 1959 , mHV advised 
our New York Office from Cuba that the Ctiban 
Government will not recognize Russia dnd it is 
deeply concerned over the communist threat • 


This information was furnished 


b~i<- 


on January 21, 


1959 , to Under Secretary of State Christian A. Herter; 
Vice President Nixon; the Att^ 

Security, State Department; 

ind the military agencies , 




b 
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4. Feeling. q£ Quban Government to Nomination 
o.f Philip E* "Bp^aL^, ssador To Cuba 


f stated 

with the proposed 


On January 16 , 1959 !» 

£7wz£ Cuban Government was most ~pleasel 
appointment of Philip W* Bonsai a s the 
Cuba • She said tha 
_______ _ member of the new Cuban 

January l6, 1959 » had advised that the Cu 

time still hoping 
the U, S. State De 

b^appoiritea ambasscdoT^even if only on an 
basis because background , life in Cuba 

and general knowledge ana understanding of Latin affairs • 
This information was furnished State Department 
January 18 , 1959 • Lt is noted that Philip W , • Bonsai 
was nominated Ambassador to Cuba by President Eisenhower 
on January 21, 1959 • 

I 

5» Burnous Concerning Poss i bl e Overthrow of Cuban 


mt, on 
in 

,hat 

irtment would 

interim 




Government bv Batista Followers 

On January l6, 1959»^Kt^BtKttKf stated she 
has heard rumors, which are at present unsubstantiated, 
that former Cuban President Fulgencio Batista is 
attempting to determine how many supporters he can 
aathei^ij^m effort to overthrow the new 
WtHtKHKk mmstated she has learned that a 
of 2, 000 1/1-1 rifles, purchased and paid f 
Cuban Government prior tp__Januarv 1, 1959 

in Italy • According to 

that Batista and his followers wiJT~attem.j 
about four or five months as they feel th 
government will J^jJ^its weakest point a 


Above data from 
January 18 , 195 { . 




government* 
j shipment 
pr by the 
is now 
rs indicate 
pi a coup in 
new 

that time • 


b7C 


furnished State Department 
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6 . Cuban Gerygj^msnjJjs OSIZlL 
Milita ry Missions 


'■rM'rrtiir-i‘fT i 


On January 5$ 1959 » 
that the new cove 


wanted the recal 


zna i viduals assigned to u. S* military m 
Cuba who had assisted the Batista Gove 
data disseminated to Department . Depart 


of all 
8 tons 
nt • A 
of S 


.J 


and the military 


According Cuban Gover 

accept the offer and may request re-establishment of 
the missions later or the Government might ask for the 
withdrawal of certain personnel • 


Above information furnished on 
to the Departm ent, Department of St 
and Departments of A 

orce • — ** 


H 









On Jartua 

she learned from. 





ss is t Cuba 
vised that 
Government 
to institute 
d from 



vised that she wSTL TIBBS hd objection if 

the Department of State got in touch with her. 






advised she 
rtment, of her 
Id be 

ul't with the i 
“*■*1 1006 to h\ /C_ 
the 











Cd 


Fidel Castro but she stated she would not 
of her way to speak to Castro as she desi 
to only the civilim^wmbers of the new 
Government • { stresse^she was 

Havana at the request of^/fKBKBahd onX 
friend of the Cuban people " 


go out 
i[ed to speak 
toh ~ „ 

going to \^> |^ 

y as a 


ty for 
. brQation 
ctnuary 18 , 


tie 



bT 



t departed New York Ci 
Havana on January TB , 1959 • The above inf' 
was disseminated to State Department on Ji 
1959 . 

On January 19 , 1959 , 


dvised 

that the military trials are temporarily being held 
up and when they are resumed they will be open to the 
public and held in Havana and the defendants \ will have 
legal counsel . She stated all persons cortadfed by 
her requested that she speak with Fidel Castro, which 
she agreed to do although she does not actually desire 
to speak with him and added that he is at present in 
Dinar del Rio. 


1 also stated she had |on i appointment 

to speak with Commandant Camilo Ciei ' 

Camp Columbia on January 20 , 1959 • advised 

on January 20 , 1959 , that her appo i ntment wi\ 

Commandant Camilo Cienfuegos had been postponed until 
January 21, 1959 , as an argument had arisen era Camp VTIT 
Columbia over the reswaptior^af the trials of the ^ 
Batista followers • added that Fidel Castro 

is desirous of conduczin^tn^irials and acting as 
prosecutor but members of the Government are opposed 
to this . She stated that Castro would be prebent at 
the rally in Havana on January 21 , 1959 • 

advised tfiat% arrived 
in Havana on January 20, 1959, and wds staying at the 
Havana Hilton Hotel and has been appointed head of 
ry forces in the Province of Hav ana* 
that 

f who h^^beej^promomng "Business 
ventures in (Juba, and ^ >rfr Herald 

Tribune " reporter who was seeking a post a i public 
relations director, have been gracefully dropped* 

The i nfo rmat i on fumi shed 
on January 20 , 1959, was disse 
1 959* t o the State Department \ _ 

departments of the Army, Navyi 
tne Internal Security Division of the 
Department. 




uc 
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8 . Cuban Govgjymgntfs Des i re for U.S. Ass istance 


On January 19, 1959 1 
our New York Office from HavaruT, 
she had spent eight hours at the Sugar 
and two and one-half hours at the Presidential 
Palace but had not been in contact with the American 
Embass y in EssSl£t± She stated^ she had conferred 

\t itute; 


called 
stated , r 
t itute U X 



many oi 


Tnuuba was chaotic and the gov \ 
desperate for assistance and guidance frok 


eminent was 
the »S • 


u . s . 


According to 

Philip W . Bonsai will be warmly and sincerely 
welcomed in Cuba as the Cubans are well pleased over 
his selection • She added Dr • Manuel TJrruMa is a 
mere " figurehead " in the present Cuban Government 


ize 


Ambassador 


B1C 


and has zi^powei^other than to reorg> 
system • added that one " 

name shewa^unatte to furnish, formerly 
the Sugar Institute, ioas jailed on Januarh 19, 1959 • 


Cont inuing^/k stated 
Cuban Government "desire^^n^^nTted Statk 
higher reallocation of sugar " and if Amboy 
on arrival in Cuba would offer temporary 
to the new government, it would be a great 
toward improving United States - Cuba rely 
She stated Cuba is desperately in need of 
assistance in the fields of education and 

On January 19, 1959 > 
that she had been warmly receive 
her opinions on many problems and question^ were 
constantly being sought • She also stated that the 
Castro forces desire close relations with the U*S, 
but that, due to things they did in the U, while 
trying to overthrow the Government of Bat ista, they 
are ashamed to ask the U, S • for aid • 


the judicial 
whbse full 
n charge of 


hat the 
s to make a 
sad or Bonsai 
financial aid 

jsssr sic 

technical 
agriculture • 



advised 

and 


IqIC. 



A-ll 



i 





























10 • Mipcellgnegus 


On January 2 , 1959 > 


ddvi 

love 


sed that 


the July 26 Movement was greatly disturbed over the 
arrival in Cuba of Carlos Prio Socarras, former 
President of Cuba, since Prio went to Cuba uninvited 
apparently in an effort to * save face** She added 
that the rebels wanted no part of Prio and that Prio 
had no chance in the new government • 


bic 


On January 4, 1959 t 


certained 


that there was much fighting among various \ revolutionary^ ^ 
groups over the appointment of a new cabinet and that vb(C 
it was hoped that the provisional pres ident would appoint 
members of the vdrious revolutionary groups to the 
cabinet rather than only members of the July 26 Movement • 

On January 4, 1959t that V / /’ 

members of the Communist Party in HavanaJiad rushed the ^ 
National Union Building and had been routed by the 
Castro forces • 


On January 4, 1959 
the Cubans were much concerned over 
given by official k of the Immigration and Naturalization 


advised that 

e~treatment V/V 

rrn/i )In'h.rirn 7 i inn ^ v- 


Service and the Miami police to pro-Castro i exiles 
returning to Havana • She stated that all t he exiles 
leaving Miami were searched because it was rumored 
thaP some one toqs carrying a revolver • 
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SEp»(ET 


On January 27, 1959* advised | 

sfte ftad fceen unable to keep a luncheon appointment 
with Edward R • Murrow of the Columbia Broadcasting 
System who wanted to discuss with her a forthcoming 

‘ ‘ ‘ om Havana on which 

programi^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^s Secretary of Staye, 

the Sugar I nstitdte, 

woulc^b^iT^erviewea^iT^jaTmary 27 > 1959 > 
stated she had received a call from Marvin oegai, * 
Departmental attorney , Special Anti-Racketeering Group , 

New York Cifry^oh^state^tha^inresporise to the 
offer of e Sugar Institute 

Havana , made through^K/B/K^Bffto review all files 
of Cuban military inzeJ^genc^and files pertaining 
to the American gambling syndicate in Cuba, he had 
made arrangement^t^h^toCuba to review these files • 
Segal informd^t///K//////}he would take two Immigration 
and Natural izationSermce representatives with him, 
one from Miami and one[ from the U,S, Embassy in Havana • 

stated she wanted Departmental attorney 
Joseph Manne rsoj Miami to go to Havana also a 
stated it was not necessary for Manners to go • 
stated she suggested to Segal that an FBI representative 
from the &.S. should also go or if the FBI had Someone 
in Cuba such representative should accompany Segal • 
stated Segal informed her the FBI was not inter 
the American gamblers and racketeers in Cuba • 
advised that if Joseph Miners did not go she wduld not 
make arrangements for Segal and under no circumq 
would she make arrangements for Immigration and 



Service representatives to go because Cubans, who now 


tances 
Natural i zat i on 


hold important Jobs in 
over the mistreatment 


\he Government, were much 


provoked 


They received from U,S, Customs and 


Immigration and Naturalization Service in Miami 
were returning to Cuba on January 2, 1959 • 

^ she can make ar\ 

by contactTng~^B////f/B//^Kf for an FBI red 
in Havana to have accesst^ana review all files 
to Americans • She advised that if Segal will tq 
with him to Havana she will accompany in order 


when they 


jjangements, 
resentat i ve 
pertaining 
ke Manners 
io make 


BOORUM & PEASE “f r Id ® BOORUM & PEASE «UM 





«^k a 


propei^introduc&oris for them with 

Ma yor of Havana , wit) 

must work. No commitment was made by the New 
regarding the above matter • 




, * „ bIC 

ork Office 


The information received from^mma^^^^^m on 
January 27 , 1959t concerning Marvin oega^^^^v. posed 
trip to Cuba was disseminated to the Internal Security 
Division and the Criminal Division of the Department 
and to the Immigration and Naturalization Service on 
January 28 , 1959* 


lolC. 
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APPENDIX B 


FIDEL CASTRO 


I. 


Information Develo ped bv Other Uni ted States Government 
Agencies 


Information in our files receive ^ from other 
United States (U. S. ) Government agencies reflect numerous 
allegations that Fidel Castro has been s A , member of a 
communist group, \a communist sympathizer and an aspirant 
to becoming a librxist leader in Cuba • Information also 
reported that Castro f s movement collaborated very closely 
with the Cuban Communist Youth Organization in Camaguey Pro 
vince and receive f support from the Cuban Communist Party. 
Many allegations linking Castro with communism have 
emanated from the Cuban Government • The Office of Naval 
Intelligence (ONI) advised Cuban Government is inclined 
to refer to all rebel sympathizers as communists • In 
this respect, representative statements attributed to 
the Cuban Government by other U. S . Government agencies 
are as follows s Castro is a communist sympathizer 
with communist ideals ; Castro is either a communist 
or the nearest thing to it; Castro established contacts 
with communist elements while in Mexico, arid Castro's 


movement is being, or is possibly complete! 
by the Cuban Communist Party 


infiltrated 


January 10, 195^> issue of the Spanish-language 
newspaper "El Diarto de Nueva York " published in 
New York City carried an item entitled "Saw that Fidel 
Castro Has Hx-Conmunists on His Staff . " Inis article 
commented on a report in the London review " Intelligence 
Digest" by Kenneth de Courcy who reported that Castro 
and his revolutionary staff have a strong communist 
affiliation • He also reported that Castro aiso received 
assistance in cash, arms, and ammunition frym the 
Soviet Union • According to the article appearing in 
"El Diario de Nueva York, " observers in Ciiba were of 
the opinion that the fact that Castro has on his staff 
some collaborators who were communists in the past does 



In connection with the Bogotazo incident. State 
advized that Colombian detectives found some of Castro's 
mail at the time of the riots, which indica ted he was a 
member of the Cuban Communist Party • 






II. Information Developed bu Bureau 


Leoat , BftiYinrL. loiter. 

refl gets ! 

advised that Fidel Castro was a 
agitators in front of the American Embassy 
1949 , Havana. According to Legate a CP news, item 



grrespondence 
room indicated 


dated April 19, 1948, at Bogota reported ci 

found in Fidel Castro's effects in a hotel 

he was a member of the Communist Party. Bo dissemination, 
public source information.^^ M ' 


San Juan report January 3 * 195l» 


following the u prisi 
November, 195® » — ~~ ‘ 



Puerto Bico in September anti 


on December 12, 


that Cuban studerftensrgani zed two committees to maintain 


the fight for independence for Puerto Bicd 


on March 12, 


reflects 


&J 


195® » advised . -Ti 


blD 


According 


to the source, Fidel Castro headed the committee 
sponsored by the communists. Disseminated to 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of Justice, 

Secret Service, Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI), 

Department of the Army (G-2), Office of Special Investigations 
(OSI), and Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), 
January 9, 1951 • 

Legat, Havana, report dated August 17, 1953 * 
reflects Cuban Government stated through a censored 
Cuban press that members of the Cuban Conawnist Party 
had been involved in the July 26 , 1953* attempt to 
overthrow the Cuban Government under the J eadership of 
Fidel Castro. Disseminated to State ,% HU ZNS, 

January 1, 1953* 


4d 


New York report November 6, 1955 
information received from Legat, Havana, 
Fidel Castro's student days he was report 
associated with communists and was reliabl 
to have been present in Bogota in 1948 wtur 
took place in that city. Disseminated to • 
OSI, ONI, G~2, INS, Bureau of Customs (Cus 
December 7 and 8, 1953* 


, reflects 
that during 

to be c losely 
y reported 
n the uprising 

State,^EB 

toms). 


Miami report January 4, 1958, tv 
Castro entered United States at San Antoni 


to- 


bJX- 


gports Fidel 
o, Texas, 


October 20, 195$, and departed Miami, Florida, 
December 10, 1955, for Mexi co City . Duri ncL th 
nihil t 


•teriod 


_ _ Report Wc 

ref Techno evidence of Co mmunist Forty activity or 
association on the part of during the period 
he was in the United States • Disseminated to 
Records Administration Branch (RAB), Department of Justice , 




ril 3* 1956, 
contained r 
cf omnunist o~l (_ 

successful 
country 
Disseminated 


ta 


A_ letter jp the Director dated A 

fro't 

the allegation 

rather than a nationalist and if he proved 
in overthrowing the Cuban Government, tha t 
would thej^iecome a satellite of the USSR, 
to State,^//^\April 3°, 1?56» 

Begat, Madrid, letter to Bureau oated May 5, 1958, 
advised Madrid, Spain, daily newspaper "ABC, * issue 
of May 2, 1958, carried gn article, reflecti 
with one( 

Government, uiho stated Fidel Castro is a communist. 

No dissemination, public source material. 


an interview 
the Cuban 
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ERNESTO GUEVARA SERNA, also known as 
Ernesto "Che" Guevara, n Che n Guevara 


TifiSkmn 1 .* WB/En^CPR? 

EFR7 


M*I**mi*ni4i*n 


it. jagaottS 


' 

Our 

August 5, 195 
, was conducted 

■ files reflect subject was i\ 
2, until September 2, 1952 , < 
concemina his activities d\ 

11 U. S, from 
\ind investigation 
irina that stau 


e was a communist at that time, but indicated he adhered 
to communism arid described himself as a " leftist • * Our 
investigation developed no information of a subversive 
nature during his stay in the U, . S», and Miami report 
dated September 2, 1952 , reflecting results of our 
investigation and including above allegation from State 
was disseminated September 19, 1952, to R&B, State, W & M 
and INS . 

Legat, Mexico, report dated October 2, 1956, 
reflected that Mexico City daily newspaper, "Novedades, " 
June 27 , 19569 carried article indicating Mexican 
National Security Police had uncovered "Red infiltration 



SEC® 


of the plot against F • Batista • w Article stated 
among subjects detained was Ernesto Guevara Serna, 
described as an Argentine national and a political 
revolutionary from Guatemala following the overthrew 
of the Arbern Government • Article stated Guevara was 
an active member of the Mexican — Bussiar^Cultural 
Institute • Disseminated to BAB, StateWKH^\G-2, 
Customs, OSI, ONI and INS, October 22, 29. 




A San Antonio memorandum dated A 
contained information from a source who cl 
was familiar with Cuban revolutionary acti 
who, according to another U. S. Government 
furnished unreliable information in the pa 
agency « This source stated during interviS 
July 14-16, I 95 S, that Guevara openly admiy 
a communist and distributes Soviet propaga 
Source also stated that Guevara gives his 
instru ctions in communist doctrine • Disseik 
State, a|B G-2, ONI, OSI, Customs and BABl 


dgust 6 , 1958, 
aimed he 
pities and 
agency, has 
$t to that 
ws from 
s that he is 
rida to his men. 
officers 
inated to 
August 18 , 19 $ 8 . 






Washington Field Office (WFO) furnished memorandum 
dated May 16 , 19 ? 8 , togetheT^wW^nclosures consisting 
of a statement made a registered 

agent of the Batista Cuban Government, to the U. S. Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee on April 2 , 195&* 
attached to his statement a copy of a document 
'Re port on Cuba'L^daled Oct o ber, 1957* which was | 
and Information in the pubucazton, 

"R eporz on Ouba^^refTected that Guevara as of June, 19$6 
ms chief of personnel for Castro and an active member 
of the Busso-Mexican Institute of Cultural Relations . This 
publication also stated that Guevara is believed to be 
the principal link between Castro and international \ _ 

communism . The memorandum together wHjti^zbove-mentioned kT 
documents loas disseminated to State,wKMd n ^ NAB, 

Nay 19, 1958. 1 

Memorandum dated May ^29, 1958 , prepared by 
New York Office reflects described 

as being in a position to fi^usf^sTTaoi^infoKiation, [flf 
advised May 13 , 195^* that Guevara, although denying he ^ 'v_ 
is a communist, gives every indication in his talk of 



1 




T 


—•v 



being a Marxist or at least a "fellow tro f 
This source also stated accusations have 
in Cuba that Guevara is a communist, and 
been embarrassing to the July 26 Movement 
extent that a leader of the Movement in 
had sent a letter to Guevara asking him 
anticommunist statement . The source stat 
refused tj^make a statement to this effeq 
to State, 4|Hb G-2, ONI, OSI, Customs, a 
June 1?, 1958. 


veler. " 
been made 
such has 
to such an 

f t inti ago de Cuba 
o make a formal 
ed Guevara 
t. Disseminated i /> 

rab, be 


co, 


A Legat, Mexico, report dated 
'lined information furnished December 
that Guevara has been denounced i 
press as being an Argentine communist le 
been involved with Fidel Castro in Cuban 
activities • This report wa^disseminated 
Interior Department, State, f^Mand Secre 
February 1 5, 195?, 


The same information was inclutjl 
Legat, Mexico, memorandum dated December 
which was disseminate^toRAB, Secret Se 
Interior Department G-2 and ONI on 


January Jl, 1957, 
1950, by 
the Mexico City 4 
Oder who has ill 
revolutionary ^4, ' 
to RAB, 101 

t Service, 


7$ 




ed in another 
32, 1956, U3 
jyice. State, 
January 14, 1957 • 


?nt received 


WFO November 8 t 1952, furnis hed 

from 

Washington, D. c ., which was entitled "Nntes on Communist 
Activities in the Caribbean Prepared by .Professors [51 
of University of Santo Domingo in Collaboration with ^ 
Other Experts in Caribbean Politics. " In this document, 
the name of Ernesto Guevara Serna was 1 i s ted as one of 
the more important leaders and agents cf internation al 
communism in the Caribbean. This do cument was 
disseminated to RAB, State and^^^^Novenber 13, 1957. 


In addition to the above info, 
been developed by the Bureau and dissemi 
forth above, our files reflect a Washing^ 
Service release dated January 12 , 1959 , 
that charges have been made in the past 
considerable communist influence in the 
movement led by Fidel Castro. This artil 
that it has been alleged in the past thdt 




natation which has 
jutted as set 
on Capital News 
which stated 
that there was 
revolutionary 
c le indicated 
Dr. Ernesto Guevar 



i 



f 



was a communist • This news release attributed this 
information to an official of the U m S» Government, 
and the official further stated that no evidence 
had been received to back up the charge against Guevara 
and that the revolutionary elements in Cuba fiave been 
trying to avoid any communist tinge • ! 

Another Washington Capital News Service release 
dated June 2f, 195&9 reported that the Director of 
Mexico* s "FBI" said the "Cuban revolutionary 
conspiracy" uncovered in Mexico City during \Tune, 1956* 
appeared to have been supported by "Certain communist 
organizations of the international type*" Tp,e 
release further stated that the Chief of Mexican 
% Security Police said the documents captured in the 
roundup of twenty Latin American revolutionaries 
indicated a "Red link" through Dr* EmestoGuevara 
Serna, an Argentine physician expelled from Guatemala 
following the fall of the procommunist regime there 
in 1954* 


* 
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CAMILC CIENFUEGOS y GORRIARIAN, 
also known as Camilo Cienfuegps 


I. 


Information Developed bu Other United Stc 

1 tes Government 

Aaenc ies 




The Department 
195 &) advised that there 
may be a communist or an 


of the Army , on Dec 
was evidence that C 
" extreme leftist . 


mber 2J , 
nfuegos 



II . Infjnynatfon Develojgsd bjy Bureau 

We initiated an investigation of Cienfuegos on 
November 16, 195&> based on information furnished the Bureau 
by our Legal^Mytach^^Havana. This information was to the 
effect that a contact of our Havana 

Office, advised that Cienfuegos was a known communist 
agitator who had worked in the past as a member of the I 
" shock troops " of the Cuban Communist Farty; had been O ' 
granted a visa; and was residing r_ in the United States with 

his wife, an American citizen . 

Cuban Military Intelligence Service, advised \ 
in Havana that Cienfuegos had been arrested hnd fingerpr intec 
as a member of the Communist Farty on January 28 , 19 ^ 6 , 
and was listed as being Director of the Frente ~ 

Communist Farty front organization in Havana, 
reported that at the time of his arrest a large 'quantity 
of communist propaganda and literature was fpund in his home, 

C'i 


Our investigation disclosed that 
born on February 6, 1932, and was a Cuban ci 
entered the United States on April 1 , 19S3, 
Florida, on a 30-day visitor's visa; was app 
San Francisco, California , on April 29 K 1955\ 
to be illegally in the United States. 'When 
by INS, he had a Social Security card in his 


B. 


13 


f. 

K& * 


/ 


our Legal Attacl 


a 


enfuegos was 
j tizen. He 
at Miami, 
fehended by INS, 
and determined 
'apprehended 
possession - 


sans 


indicating he had identified himself as Rani 
the So cial Secifrity office . He was deports* 
1955* this fiancee residing 

intervened in his behalf , went to Cuba and 
on September 1 , 1955 • Upon returning to t7i 


ion Ruiz to 
i d on June 4, 

in San Franc i set 
married Ci enfuegl 
.e United States , f 

she pleaded that her husband' s absence caused her unusual 

to the United 


hardship 
States on 


Cienfuegos was 
March 25, 1956. 


legally admitted 


Inquiries at San Francisco indicated that 


Cienfuegos had departed for Mexico 
September, 1956. On June 21, 1957j 
our Legal Attache, Havana, fum ished^ 
that Cienfuegos was with the forces 
On October 24, 1957 > the case was pi 
inactive status by San Francisco in vie 
inquiries had reflected the subject was 
The case was closed on January 17, 195&, 
inquiries reflected that he was still outs 
United States . No information was develop 
Cienfuegos was connected with the Communis 
United States. 


m 


ibly Cuba in 
t ember 20, 1957 A 
on indicating 
0 in Cube 


All information received from 
as well as the results of oui^investigati 
was disseminated to State and 



ide 

\ed i? 
t Party' 


r Legal Att’c 
of Ci enfuegl 
INS. 
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<m * 0w>r ** 


their petition* and oomumtet aettvltieo in 
similar manner, Mis newspaper art tele |i “ 
♦J is datt % contained th train hod been prevti 
published in ihs Pee ember, 

*i 



£7^ 

bl 


<fc#r files ref lea* the fell i 
concerning the individuals msntiensd hy Mitt 
as well ms sthsr individuals closely asses it 
ridel Castro t 



ties 

Msmis Jr+, 
ed wi th 


a, ridel desire 

. i 

[ridel Metre reportedly 4** elssely 
asses iated with esemmniets dor Peg his student 
days, end ms present " ‘ * 

1943, slum the 


in Bogota, 
emthreahe t 


in 


eeemrred dsriny the eemmmtet*i 
student eengreee, Assorting $» 
dated April 19* 19*8* at Bogota, si 
f emend in His offsets tn « hotel 1 
tndtemted he was a mentor of the 


\ombt a, 
riots 

*ed 

items 
\rree pen d en ee 



Perm* following the uprising tn 
tn September end Mevember, 1956* i 
reportedly headed a e omit t tee 
the emmmntete te maintain the ftgl 
tndependeme for Puerto Miee • Me deism 
government stated through m eenssred duben 
prose that members sf the duben demsmist Party 
had been insulted in the My S' ' 
attempt $e overthrew the duben 
under the leadership & ridel 
visited the dhtted dtedee from dethhbr to 
be somber, 1955 * end sum inter* ‘ 




the Immigration omd Pstmral tmtien tervteetltSl), 
Be teld IBM he had never been a member of any 
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Party • JTt evideme of Communist Party activity 
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_JSaga of Armed Jalofnv 




-By BOB CONSBHN1- 


H AVANA: The victorious Castro 
forces got their tanks in a round- 
about way, When 50 of them whirred 
and rattled into Havana it marked the 
end of what surely must be a record 
for distance covered by such hardware. 

At the end of World 
War U the British 
gave the Egyptian 
array’these light Stag- 
hounds, as they are 
called. They were 
hopelessly obsolete in 
armor and firepower, 
but they looked for- 
mldable -enough to the 
army of ffing Parouk. 

Well, wlu|t with one 

fh^hult wZr CONSJEDINE 

.FarouK ana now 

the tables belonged to Gen. Haguib. 

Socmaftaerthat, they were Nasser’s. 

Whan the Israeli army invaded the 

Sinai Peninsula, there they stood— 

the^ jalopies— but they hardly 

raised t£$}f 2d millimeter voices. Their 

crews surrendered or fled. Now the 

tanks belonged to Israel, and back to 

Israel they rumbled when the U. S. 

called off that war by a democratic 


CONSIDINE 


raised i 


Israel took a second look at the 
venerable junk and began seeking a 
buyer, When the U. S. cut off military 
aid to Batista, the customer was in- 
stantly apparent. But the deal wasn’t 
, as simple as one might expect. The 
tanks were first sold to dictator Somosa 
of Nicaragua. He prepared to sell them 
to Batista a,t a nice profit-in which a. 
New York middleman shared., 

* But wait. The Castro forces in the 
hills got wind of the deal and reacted 
with the only weapon then at their 
command. 

Several of their undercover men in 
Havana made a sudden and furtive call 
on Count Miguel D’Escota, Nicaraguan 
Ambassador to the Court of St. Fulgen- 
cio. They had a simple message for 
him. It said, “If your country sells 
those tanks to Batista, we’ll kill' you. 
Understand?" 

The Count understood with sharp 
clarity. He fervently relayed the in- 
formation to his foreign office and was 
able to assure the rebel group, the next 
time they called on him, that Nicara- 
gua would never, never, never dream of 


selling the tanks to the scourge efthe 
Castro movement. 

That same day, while motoring past 
an El Mariel pier, Count D’Escota no- 
ticed a freighter flying his country’s 
flag. He paused to see what his beloved 
country was importing Into Cuba. The 
rusty scow was unloading the 30 tanks, 
of course. 

“Home, Jaime!" Count D’Escota or- 
dered. He stopped scarcely long enough 
to pack a shirt and then flew Oft tW 
Miami and put up at that obscure little 
hideaway named the Fontainebleau 
Hotel. All was serene for a few days. 
His chauffeur arrived from Havana 
with the new Cadillac. Life went On. 

Then, a phone call. “Wherever yOu 
are, we’ll get you,” a voice said, and 
hung up. The voice wore a beard. 

“To hell with this Job!” cried the 
distressed victim of the international 
arms business. Diplomacy had 'lost a 
jewel. 

The tanks were sent to Santa Clara 
for the decisive battle of the Cuban 
revolution. There, intact, they 
captured by Castro’s 1st Army, com- 
manded by the Argentine doctor, ml* 
dier of war, and well-known leftist, 
“Che” Guevara. And Castro rode Aba 
Into town. 

a * * 

members OF the American 
Association who were Invited by Dr. 
Castro to sit in on the trial of JtlaJ. 
Jesus Sosa Blanco at the Sports Palace 
last week are still somewhat unnerved. 
There were, let us say, a few opportuni- 
ties for the defense to ask a mistrial. 

For example, the president of the 
tribunal, the Judge, led things off im- 
partially by calling the prisoner a 
murderer, thief and assassin. One wit- 
ness’s testimony was interrupted by a 
prosecutor who bawled, “1 call for the 
death penalty to be imposed imme- 
diately. There is no need for further 
witnesses.” 

On another occasion, Sosa Blanco’s 
court-assigned lawyer Inquired earn- 
estly, “But how do we actually know 
these bodies were found and that this 
man killed the people?” The answer 
came from the judge himself. He said, 
“When the tribunal says there wwe 
bodies found and he killed them, there 
were bodies found and he kiU#9 ItUtta. 
Now proceed.” 

HrfcdUne §*rrt**> > 
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service or organizing a military or naval expedition against 
a friendly government and are , therefore, the statutes most 
frequently involved * The principal case under these neutrality 
statutes involved Carlos Prio Socarras , who uas deposed 
as president of Cuba, by Batista, but who hag now returned 
to Cuba * He is at present under indictment jor conspiracy 
to organize military or naval expeditions against Cuba 
(Title 18 , Section 960 , United States Code)* \ 


In order to pursue more aggressively our investiga- 
tive responsibility under certain neutrality statutes such as 
organizing a military expedition within the (fnited States 
|| against a friendly country, the Department was requested at 
a conference on December 30 , 1958, to explore the possibility 
II of conferring seizure powers on the Bureau * . By letter dated 

January 14, 1959 , the Department advised that the Office of 
Legal Counsel was of the opinion that seizure powers could be 

I conferred on the Bureau by executive order • ; In a letter 

dated January 19, 1959 , we asked the Department to take 
' appropriate steps to obtain these seizure poxaers for us* This 
will enable us to follow through in neutrality oases under 
our jurisdiction and make arrests and seizures in cases where 
we received the original complaint and were investigating 
under an allegation that an expedition was being formed in 
this country against a friendly country * 


ft 


In addition to our responsibilities under specific 
aws as described above, the Bureau has the bver-all 
Jlresponsibil ity for the internal security of \he United States * 
Uln discharging such responsibilities we undertake extensive 
1 and intensive efforts for the purpose of developing 
intelligence data in order that it may be available for our 
own purposes and for the purposes of other agencies, 
particularly the Department of State* In periods of crises, 
the Department of State has leaned heavily oh the Bureau as a 
source of positive intelligence material which is intended 
for the use of that Department in evaluating trouble areas 
throughout the world and in formulating United States policy* 
While such intelligence data normally flows As a by-product 
of Bureau investigation based on violations of acts under 
our investigative jurisdiction, we have for many years 
undertaken positive programs designed principally to 
produce intelligence information * Some such programs toe 
coordinated with the Department of State to fissure that a 
need for each program existed, such as, tecHpical coverage 
of official establishments of friendly foreign countries* 

Wii intelligence data which we develop in this field is 
furnished to the Department of State as weli\ as to other 
interested agencies frequently n within the Hour " after 
it is received by us* j 


FILE DESCRIPTION 



SUBJECT 


Cuba 1958-1964 


FILE NO. 


109-HQ-12-210 


VOLUME NO. 


12 



1 / 15/59 




Routim Slip 
FD-4 {Rev. 6-14-56) 

To 

I Direc6©P“ 

At«. 

SAC !.. .. Title 


Date 


4 



CHIasac . 
1 "Hsupv. •• 

1 ZU Agent . 

1 _ J SE 

CUlCC 

1 . J Steno 

177 7] Clerk 


L_i Acknowledge 

L_j Assign Rea* sign 

1 1 Bring file 

[ I Coll me 

1 ] Correct 

1 ] Deadline 

3 Deadline passed 



ACTION DESIRED 


3 Prepare tickler 
3 Recharge serials 
3 Ret urn assignment card 
^Return file 
^Return serials 


1 ^ Delinquent 
1 ^Expedite 
□File 

□ initial & return 

J Leads need attention 


17— 3 Search and return 
| _ - j See me 
I 1 Send Serials 


to 


^Open Case 


U Submit new charge-out 

7] Submit report by 

~ lType 


I 1 Return with explanation or notation as to action taken. 


Embassy Weeka #2 1/13/59 



• •v \**v7w; 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


-A 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOEPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

Pagc(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 


□ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 

Section 552 Section 552a 


o (b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ (j)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ 00(1) 


□ (b)(7)(D) 

□ 00(2) 


□ (b)(7)(E) 

□ 00(3) 


P (b)(7)(F) 

□ 00(4) 

□ (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

□ 00(5) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 

□ 00(6) 

□ (b)(6) 


□ 00(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 


O/Dck 


Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 


Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 




xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX FBt/DOJ 





xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


^ Pagc(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 

D^^Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 

Section 552 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

Section 552a 
□ (d)(5) 

O (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 
B^(b)(7)(C) 

□ (j)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 

□ 000) 


O (b)(7)(D) 

□ 00(2) 


□ (bX7)(E) 

□ 00(3) 


□ (b)(7)(F) 

□ 00(4) 

□ (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

□ 00(5) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 

□ 00(6) 

O (b)(6) 


□ 00(7) 

□ Information pertained only to a 
request is listed in the title only. 

third party with no reference 

to the subject of your request or the subject of your 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency (ies). 

These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 


for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX FB1/DOJ 



CODE 


February J, 1959 


CABLEGRAM 

rx-135 

TO LEQAT iBKjLg} 
FROM DIRECTOR FBI 


URGENT 


POLITICA L MATTERS * CUBAf 


IANUART THREE EERQ LAST 


\z aemxrr . cam, <m 

AJNtJSED MOW WORK OFFICE 


APPLICATIONS FOR 


XF LIAISON GOULD B£ ESTABLISHED BETWEEN CUBAN GOVERNMENT AMD FBI b 
SO TBAT COMMISSION COULD REQUEST $8X013 OF BUREAU C ONCE R N! 8* 

U. 8. 


AimsED aw mmsr of ms 

h BS MADE THROUGH OFFICIAL CHANNELS WHICH WOULD BE THE V* 8+ EMMS* 


IN HAVANA OR, 

'err 


zm m&umtKNT of state m wAsmmm, b* q* 

/ AU INFCRMAT ION CONTAJNED 

X / 

V fa. ^7 ViS fat /&K AW-f? 

"dais on Unit (Route ffr review) 


1 • Foreign Liaison Unit (Route t, 


^^^^NQ^^:J\lf£abl^ 3 g£_es via S ta telitepa rtme nt leased line 
^ J m jj- 4, — £ £l_ Bu re cupf* *f ^ . p 

5 (j9 

[ mtS /V APPROVE gy f.t£ '“^2$ FF Jply a 

„- ft o VKT - pro Bv K 8 

— Wl^^7!U^- * -• -o- ?:>->»*, &*: as\ 


"jotter 

v ton 

’l Room 
HUloman. — 
Gndy 


Pnc. , 

Z^sBS>Ak 


: 'PS** lf 


/ 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


MR. A. H. BELMONT 


date: January 30, 1959 



oo Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Roach 





W.C. Sullivan . 
Room _ 

Holloman 

Gandy 



CUBAN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 
<HTY - CUBA 

STAINED / 

HEREIMfS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE Hnm BY< 


Sup e New York Office , advised 1:35 PM, 
1-30-59, contacted the NZO this a fterMMPlk 

and advi sed thc^^^^fiac^received a call from, 

sugar industry in Cubaandmember of the Ouban Cabi- 
neT^early this afternoon and had advised her that at 

~aTcabinet meeting on the evenin^ofJanuary 89th, the Cuban 
government had set up a gambling conmissionwhi ch will review ap- 
plications for gambling licenses . that the com- 

mission wants to be able to check ontn^zype of people they issue 
licenses to and, therefore, he was anxious to find out if liaison 
could be set up between the Cuban government and the FBI so that the 
commission could request checks of the FBI concerning U.S . citizens 
applying for licensesf^rconc erning Cubans who had been in the 

United State s . said that no advice had been given 

■■Band he questu>nea the advisability of establishing any sue 
liaison , at least at this time . 


IX 


OBSERVATIONS : 


i such , 

c 


c 



The Cuban situati on is still very unsettled. It is be- 
lieved that before we should even give consideration to such a re- 
quest, it should come through official channels and we would have 
to know who the information would be given to and how it would be 
handled before we would even consider estab^^hin^any official 
liaison . It is, therefore, believed that^/f/k BHV should be ad- 
vised that any request of this nature should^^maaw through of- 
ficial channels which mm far mm the United States would be the U.S. 
Embassy in Havana or the Department of State in Washington . , . 

“■ r „ hjl-JLb - V - 5 / 
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**' ACTION : 


ft m s 


It is recommended that be 

^ with the above and if you approv^^aet^York wilT be Wo EMW&oted. 
1 \ y.e o lgo adv ise the Leaal ^^ache in Havana of the inquiry re- 

‘ . > cetOed and the advice given “ 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


to -.Mr. A. H. Belmont 


pate --February 12 s 


from : Mr . J. A. Si soo 


SUBJECT: CUBAN POLITIC 


\ MATTERS 


\ \ 


Parsons . 

Rosen 

Tamm . 


ML 



. Sullivan _ 
Tele. 

By cablegram dated February 6, 1959, 'the Havana Office 
advised that an informant had told them that t he Cuban G^vernmen 
was monitoring international t eleph on 

__ ^ A teletype was 

sent to Miami dated February 11, 1959, furnishing them this inf or 
mation. The 2 irectgjj has asfted ,. "Why did we wait so long before 
alerting Mi ami 

At the outset, we should have placed a note on the yellow 
of the deferred radiogram going to Miami for the information of the 
j Director and other Bureau officials to the effect that Miami had 
[ previously been alerted on Julji 10. 1955. that all telephone calls 
i to and from Cuba were being*" mZnitored by the Cuban Government . Because 
of this previous alert, we did not consider this an urgent matter and 
take action on the copy of the cable from Havana but waited for the 
original to be routed down. The original of this cablegram was 
received in this Division on February 9, routed to Nationality 
Intelligence Section, and then to Liaison Section where it was 
received on February 10. It was believed desirable as a precaution 
l ,o realert the Miami Office to this situation . Consequently a 
deferred radiogram was dictated. It was typed by the stenographer . 
o/K the afternoon of the 10th^f it J^pj^a^ t fitted February 11 and ft? 
set\ up on February 11. HEREIN 16 WNCLASSH-IEd' . i. n 

date ..Hum™ by 

ACT I Of 

~\ 

^ad we placed a note on the yellow of the communication 
going to Minmi it would have been clear why this matter was handled 
by def err ea\adio gram • (it was later changed to a teletype due to 
radio facilities being out of operation for messages to Miami.) 

/ j i ^ 





We will be alert^to^ do this in the future$£Q_ ijj 
1 - Mr. Belmonitij 


/ 



1 - Mr±_ 

1 

1 -Mr. Cleveland 
1 - Mr .i Roach 

JAS:mtb$ 
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TO SAC MIAMI 
FROM DIB ECTOR FBI 

CUBAN POLITICAL mTTEBS. INFORMATION RECEIVED THAT CUBAN 

GOVERNMENT IS MONITORING INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE CALLS * 
ASSUME FOR SECURITY REASONS THAT ANY CALL YOU MAKE TO THE 
HAVANA OFFICE IS BEING MONITORED . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF juSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU INVESTIGATION 




Washington 25, D. C 
February 11, 1959 


FOREIGN POLITICAL ^MATTERS - CUB 


Loti, R ( 
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ThjLs memorandum is loaned to you by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, and neither it nor its contents 
are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 
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Office Memorandum • 


TO 


A, 


H, Belmont 


A 

(}K> € 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

date: February 10, 1959 


FROM 



• •'->> CONTAINED 
HfcKciW 13 tiNcLArsSIFlFO 

DATE JoM BV 




SUBJECT: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 



In connection with article in The Washington Daily 
News , 2-9-59 > bearing headline "Reds Rebuilding Fences in 
Cuba" the Director commented he had heard on radio this 
morning that Cuba changed its constitution so as to enable 
Guevara to become Cuban citizen and eligible for Presidency - 
of Cuba, 


Tolson 

Board man 
Belmont _ 
Mohr ___ 
Nease 


Parsons 





The Washington Daily News , 2-10-59s carries news 
story from Havana by its editor, John T, O'Rourke, indicating 
Cuban cabinet has voted to rescind constitutional requirements 
relating to age limits for presidential candidates and has voted 
to reduce age limit to JO years , Previous limit not shown , 
Castro is J2 and article indicates he was behind the change , 

This story also indicates United Press International 
(news service) in a dispatch filed later said constitutional 
change would make both Castro and Ernesto Guevara eligible 
for presidency. Dispatch pointed out Guevara was made eligible 
by special provision declaring he is "Cuban by birth" even 
though he was bom in Argentina , This makes him what is known 
as "an honorary native" of Cuba, News articles attached, 

ACTION: 


For information. Attached is cable to Legal Attache , 
Havana, alerting him to this information and instructing that 
he advise Bureau promptly of any indication that Guevara being 


109-12-210 


SBDzbcf (y 

(?) 


groomed for presidency or any other responsible 
office. 


cc 



lelmon 


- 1 -. 

1 - 
1 - 

1 - W, C, Sullivan 
1 - DeLoach 

^ cc: 105-19305 (Guevara) 

y '^'Enclosures 
1 * w 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Belmont _ 

Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. McGuire - 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Parsons - 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tamm 
Mr. Trotter 
Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
Mr. Holloman 
Miss Gandy _ 
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Real Concern 




^..Li in Cuba 

TOMLINSON 

and shouting that accompanied the 
subsided somewhat and now responsible 
® an< * profesMbnai men, particularly 
investors, are deeply worried over the resur- 
f^Utnmunism in the stigar-rioh island. 


:1 wm 


the provisional 
of President 
tia, and rebel 
tro have stoutly 
But there no 
be any doubt 
comrades” *had 






W.-M9. 


Socialist Par- 
' which the 
in Cuba, 
f again into 
eover it has 
ceito the So* 
eibrt to the 




Sivero Aguirre, member of 
the People’s Socialist National 
Committee, told the Twenty- 
first Communist Party Cop* 

f ss in Moscow last week 
t “the eortimunists were In 
first ranks of the insif- 
its. The Party, working 
lefcground,” he declared, 
__tujlily launched the strug- 
gle for un^ieatiotv of all the 
Cpba& revolutionary forces in 
the campaign against the dic- 
tatorship” 

OPPOSED 

It is no secret that Presi- 
dent tirrutia and most mem- 
bers Of his cabinet strongly 


th^ dp nbt 

nor the sta 




i: I • 1 




out over 


mat m 




vana Ji 





UpM.y- v ;*•<■ 


in 
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THE WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS s Monday 9 February 9 y 1959 
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Di 












S ljrJOTN T. O’ROURKE I 

The Washir^ton Daily ; New* 1 

8ilvANA, Feb. 10 — Fidel Castro, Cuba’s revolution- 
ise made himself legally eligible to the Presi- 
[Cuba, regardless of what the Cuban constitu- 
1 to say. 

5&>, who has de* 

^wanted mmly-ib re* 


m Mmms 

id had no personal 
| beyond overturning 
| JBatista's brutal 
*• &#u s e'd^teand- 

tsscsyes 

ipSa have prevented 
If being a candidate 
Residency. These 
fe #late to age. Dr. 


WmOBED 

fei^has voted to, 
^ ccm^titutional re4 
I-, ;» also has 
p^te: : lhhitrbe.' re- 
10 years. Actually, 
! cabinet Quietly 



tions for himself 
statement, “If I really waited 
presidency why Would I wait 
18 months?" 

The action may or may not 
explain Dr. Castro's re&irks 
— depending on the interpre* 
tation. -• 

two viEw^pnes 

One official s®l, "Since he 
makes the dfce&sions, it Would 
be better for him to have ex- 
ecutive responsibility." ; L 

There is no doubt the deci- 
sions of Provisional ;Bpesd- 
dent Manuel Urbutfa and the 
Cabinet depend on Dr. Cas- 
tro's approval. The implica- 
tion of the foregoina is that 
elections will be held* as soon 
as possible— consonant with 
Dr. Castro's certain $0b>ry. 

Another interpretation is 
that since Dr. Castro clearly 
intends to run the county 
and the danger of unconsti- 
tutional meneutfers may in- 
crease, it is gi §gp, 

semblance of legality 


actual head <SPfhe 
Therefore it is wisea| to pro- 
vide legal prerogative as fast 
as possible to enable him to 
run for office and get elected 
if he is able to do sou 


No doubt, Mr. 
be elected if he rap 
as own remarks % 
edged — 'Tf it wferi 
possible." It is now 


olutioi 
ment . can make it; $6; 

"CHE” BUS 

A Havana dispat 
United Press Int 
filed after Mr. G'lt 
news story was receiv 
said pub’* " k 
interim c 
today both 




■ - 1 
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•DEFERRED 2-14-59 
TO DIRECTOR 
FROM LEGAT, HAVANA 

f) • 



NO. 617 


CUBAN POLITICAL 'ACTIVITIES. APPOINTMENT OF FIDEL CASTRO AS 
PRIME MINISTER LAST NIGHT MAY LEAD TO MORE RAPID REORGANIZATION 
OF GOVERNMENT. PREVIOUSLY, ALTHOUGH CASTRO WAS IN FACT HEAD 
OF GOVERNMENT, HE TOOK NO BLAME FOR GOVERNMENT ACTIONS. 

ALTHOUGH ALL CABINET MEMBERS ALSO RESIGNED, IT IS BELIEVED 
THEY WILL BE REINSTATED. \ 


JAMES T. HAVERTY 


RECEIVED VIA WESTERN UNION: 2-14-59 3:37 PM 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased m order to protect the Bureau* s cryptographic systems. 
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£ • UNIThjl^ w. r 


JVERNMENT 


TO 




Director, FBI 


from s >• Legal Attache, Havana (109-12) 

! SUBJECT: ‘ Q • (A h / /^/' .3 6 t A 


<J 


CUM 

F0REIG1 


date: February 17, 1959 


CON FID 



Enclosed are five copies of a letterhead memorandum on 
the above-captioned matter. 


This informa; 
Counselor of Embassy, 
Embassy, Havana. 




as been made available to the 
[and Commercial Attache, American 



source for the Miami Office. j 

Information has been classified "rym-f-iHaiyn ni " inasmuch" 
as it reflects investigation on the part of Legal Attache, Havana. 

It is to be noted that ERNESTO "CHEtiflStJEVARA is Com- 
mander of the Fortress at La Cabana, Havana. iSRe is an Argentina 
pitizen who has expressed anti-American sympathies . CAMILO 
dCIENFBEGOS is the Commander of the Military Camp "Lihertad" 

/ formerly djap Columbia, Havana. 




arr %■ __ 

2 - * Bnupau^KEn 
JTriUg^ Z 

(3)5 s ^ 


declassi 
on 




JsTC 


1t Fr £5 1959 

Indefinatt . 

bu:a.n r« > 



§ 

O 


O 

O 


8 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


JfiMnnnmii 


<t 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS**CE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



February 17, 1959 


Hi: 


ACTIVITIES 




A source, Hflfo has a high level contact at La 
Portress , Havana, Cuba, furnished the following informat i< 
February 15, 1959: 

ERNESTO "CHE" GUEVARA is very interested in attempting 
to convert the salty marshes in Cienega de la Zapata into rice 
growing plantations. This source stated that GUEVARA reportedly 
has discussed this probleta with FIDEL CASTRO, that CASTRO was 
in favor of it, and that plans were being made to have some 
European come to Cuba in order to make a survey of the problem. 


to 


^^^Accord^M^o this source, FIDEL CASTRO is very close 

and to ERNESTO "CHE" GUEVARA. He further 
intecl out that CAMILO CIENFUEGOS does not enjoy the trust and 
iration of FIDEL CASTRO as does GUEVARA. 

This sou rce further advised that there was some dis- 
tsion in which GUEVARA mentioned that the Cuban Government 
ild send a "commercial man" to Russia but definitely had no 
plans with respect to such an appointment at the present 

fine. 

This source further stated that the question of an 
evasion against the Dominican Republic by forces trained in 
iba is being shelved inasmuch as FIDEL CASTRO is now against 
flinch a move. ^ 

8 

GUEVARA has been convincing FIDEL CASTRO that Cuba §j w 
should embark on a tremendous plan of public works, education^ ^ 
and social welfare benefits for the humble people. One of th|j f‘ 
things that he desires is to have commissaries where public 5 >■ 
workers might buy their foodstuffs wholesale. He has already^ 
established such a store at La Cabana* T 
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A . S. Belmont 


1/26/59 


POTENTIAL POLITICAL RAMIFICATIONS IN 

LATIN ANISIC A AS RESULT OF CUBAN REVOLUTION 


^-7C 


As result of successful overthrow of Batista regime 
in Nuba on l/l/$9, Fidel emtrt, Cuban revolutionary Isamt^has 
W&rBfsd as a melf*oppointed loader of the masses in Latin America, 

Ms obvious fanaticism points strongly to possibility that hO matt 
have dreams of leadership iu Metis America, along lines of 4HHHV 
recent moves in Middle East, to use the impetus of the Cuban - 

revolution as a motivating force in precipitating agitation in L / C 
other Latin American countries and thereby welding together a 
sphere of influence in that area in which he would be the predominating 
force . This theory is strengthened by Castro* s recent visit to 
Venezuela as part of celebration of first anniversary of successful 
overthrow of dictatorial regime in that country as well as his 
reported statement before a press conference 1/22/59, reporte^iit 
~ '1 Mundo" ( a Havana newsvaoer ) that he was an admirer WlC 

ational i st Party of Puerto Rico) Q 1 
avorea mus punas no e of Puerto Rico • 

Trend evidenced here points to possibility that Castro 
may attempt to act as crusader against dictatorial and military 
governments in Latin America , using as issues fact that such 
governments represent ** vested interests ,** suppress civil liberties, 
use ** strong arm** tactics and do not represent **the people.** In 
any such crusade the Castro bloc could be anticipated to include 
Cuba, Venezuela and possibly Costa Rica aligned against Dominican 
Republic, Saiti and Nicaragua based on following analysis • 


ID 9- NEW 

OP- 109-12*210 (Cuba ) 

1 - 109*12-209 ( CostaRica ) 

1 - 109-12-211 (Dominican Republic) 
1 - 109-12-214 (British Ouiana) 

1 - 109*12-217 (Haiti) 

1 - 109-12-222 ( Nicaragua ) 

1 - 109-12-228 ( Venezuela ) 

1 - Belmont 


&S£lE!EF 


CLASSIFIED BYWJWJ 

DECLASSIFY ON: 25X_ 


2 - Roach 


^CONTAINED 

^esho^oth S iI CEPT 


jo </ 

recorded 

133 FEB 20 1959 


* Baumgardner 


SBBtbbr 


Sullivan 
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Memorandum for A . S . Belmont 

Bet Potential Political Ramifications in 

Latin America as Result of Cuban Revolution 

109- MEW 


The Remtuican Republic, where Trujillo is an ok 
Itotor, to mo strengRm* 'of dictatorial rule to Lotto 

nolmm om foared M«, ff« *•»!♦•< 
bmtSrwiwmtei opposition forces ruthlessly. 



There are already indications of imminent upheaval in 
political structure of tiaiti where military-type regime exists 
headed hy president Francois Buvalier. 

Micaragua is ruled hy Luis Soz&za, son of the old- 
time dictator Anastas io Somoza (who was assassinated) and 
military influence in the government is predominant. 


Aligned against this group with Castro would bo 
Venezuela and possibly Costa Rica • Venezuela had a dictatorial 
government headed by Colonel Marco Perez Jimenez until he wae 
ousted in January, 19$8 • A provisional government, combining 
military and civil elements, ruled until latter part of 1986 when 
free elections held in which Somulo Betancourt elec tod president • 
So is " left of center" tn his views and admits to communist 
connections many years ago. Me must walk a tight rope in hie 
policies to keep military group appeased. Costa Rica is headed 
J>y President Mario Echandt Jtminezj has democratic form of 
government and ie point where 2e ft-wing Venezuelan elements 
given refuge during dictatorship there • It also served as base 
for support of Castro revolutionary forces • 


While there is no indication as yet that Castro will 
attempt to pull British Guiana t a British possession, into his 
orbit its mere existence ae neighbor of Venezuela and ite 
political make-up point to fact that it could bo elated for 
possible alliance with Castro • In British Guiana there io an 
oxtPewo le fb^ina political party (Peop les Progressive Party ^ 
command who 

Mis wife, of former communist 

affil iati ohs in 



In order to get a picture of situation and to 
determine whether there is a pattern which should be disseminated 
in government circles, we propose to determine from State and 


aa toell as through research in our own files, identities of 

opposition groups and individuals that may be expected to agitate 


t)< 


— 2 — 


l(Yf-HA S\(\- \h\n- fiPrrirdfl&HoCUniefi-t (faitd 



2m Upon receipt of nameo of groups and individuals, 
Marne Check faction mill prepare name cheek memoranda broken down 
am wording to data available from other agencies and data 
available from Bureau eauroes in order that ever~all picture 
from possible dissemination standpoint o an be analyeed m 
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Memo To DIRECTOR, FBI - ATTENTION £ FOREIGN 
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-SAC_ 
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Title : 


FD-4 
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..Supervisor 

.Agent 

..Steno 

-Clerk 


-Chief Clerk 


File No. 
ACTION DESIRED 


.Assign to_ 


-Acknowledge 
-Bring File 
-Call Me 
-See Me 
-Correct 
-Delinquent 
-Expedite - 
-File 

.Leads nedd attention 

.'• v . o> 



-Open Ca 
-Prepare assi T gnm 
-Prepare Tickler 
-Reassign to 


-Recharge serials 
-Search and Return 

-Send serials 

to 


-Submit new charge-out 

-Submit report by 

-Type 

-Return Serials 


-Undeveloped pleads in your district awaiting attention. 


EMBASSY WEEKA #7 2/17/59 


ft' s >, .• CRMAHOK ■-‘.-•iv 
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itn • UNIT 


TO :Mr. A . #. Belmont 1 - i/r. Belmont 

1 - LiaiAon 

»om * j/r*. 5. £. 5oac$J t fhH e l 

qUsSIFIrD BY(^ 
DECLASSIFY' ( 

subjbct: POLICE LIAISON - CUBA 





Legal Attache advises that the American Embassy through the Point 
Four Program and the United States Information Service has offered the Cubar. 
Government technical assi stance for training in various matters » He believes, 
absolutely no consideration should be given to soliciting a request for 
Bureau assistance but that consideration should be given only if the request 
comes from the Pre side nt of Cuba or his delegated representative . If such c 
request is received } he suggests temporary assignment of a police training 
Agent to afford limited training to the National Police ij^^rdej^t^bui Id . , 




g2ise_contg i sts and to prevent some other agency 
or international Cooperation Agency , 
ance to tne detriment of our liaison arrangements . 


*rom providing thai 


OBSERVATIONS: 


: cmmc 


»!NED 


Js a wAp the July 26th 

Movement in prior to dep alt uta'fo'r Havana^ 2-8 - 59 to assume his 

present position. He ha3 been contacted several times by Agents of the 
New Fork Office concerning Cuban revolutionary activities and was cooperative 
and pro-FBI . The present revolutionary Government of Cuba is politically 
heterogeneous . It includes anti-United States elements f as well as ones whc 
are favorable toward the United States. Rather than abandon the field 3 it i 
j believed that the Bureau andctbe United States should assist those favorable 
1 elements where possible in an effort to help them in achievingjgreater .. j 
i influence in the Cuban Government. * 


The Bureau police training school in Cuba from 1946 to 1950 was higpl 
successful in building up police relations and contacts . Due to the criti- 
cism incurred by the present revolutionary Cuban Government and its political 
instability s such a school now would be premature . Most of the present 
Cuban police are young inexperienced men and the police department is dis- 
organised. Although police officials are^rp artisans of Ridel C a Sir ju.yjt hey 
have exhibited a very pro-FBI fee ling f‘S J Iof^^fri.^Q s Thej^Jlj^re'; fnat if the 
situation is propitious at the t£iw» fqE e quest for assist an 

favorable consideration should beZgivvi} to the suggestion to send a temporar 
police instructor to afford limited training to the National z ^orlrt&%fW(56kout 
fiettp^g up a full-fledged school. Such action would help rebuild our poli 

W' M m ^ , 

^closure 4gjbd3[s 

€L - fr- v? 1 OBHHHr 11 
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Memorandum Roach to Belmont 
RE: POLICE LIAISON - CUBA 

contacts and prevent other agencies from taking over police training in Cube. 
It should be taken , however , only if and when we receive an unsolicited 
official request from the Cuban government, 

i 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended the attached cable be sent to the Legal Attache 
instructing that no request for assistance should be solicited from the 
Cubans but that if such a request is volwrta£iJjl *}£&£ through official 


channels by the President o 
Bureau would consider tern. 


Cuba or his delegated representative , the 
rilv assigning a police instructor t o af'fo rd 


— i ■■ — in u x - _ r. 


raining to National Police provided the politi ca 


iota at sne ttme tne regnesi . is being further advised 

sucfTt a request Ts receiued, no commit me nts she u Idhe made with out 

^feion but ;he should keep tKe door openfor neg^otTatTons until 
ecispnean bremu&e by the Bureau. 



C) 
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URGENT 2-19-59 


TO DIRECTOR 


DECODED 





[Ml Cablegram 


/ 


W.C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 

Gandy 



FROM LEGAT, HAVANA NO. 620 


AMERICAN GAMBLING ACTIVITIES IN CUBA. HB^ iSED> ™AT BY 
..GOVERNMENT AUTHORIZATION LUXURY CASINOS ARE BE 1 1® ALLOTS) TO 
I REOPEN. OTHER SOURCES HAVE AOVISED THAT SOME WILL REOPEN TODAY 
'AND OTHERS WILL REQUIRE ADDITIONAL WEEKS PREPARATION. UNDER 
NEW REGULATIONS BINGO PROHIBITED, OPERATORS MUST HAVE ECONOMIC 
(STANDING AND NO PRISON RECORD, NO ONE UNDER 18 YEA§S MAY GAMBLE, 
CASINOS MUST PRESENT FIRST CLASS SHOWS AND ADVERTISfNG MENTIONING 
SPECIFIC GAMES AVAILABLE NOT PERMITTED. REGULATIONS WILL BE SET 
LATER CONCERNING SLOT MACHINES. AMOUNT OF GOVERNMENT TAX ON 
CASINOS NOT YET FIXED. 



JAMES T. HAVERTY 



5 s mar 


5 1959 


.v-C- 65 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems • 


is to be disseminafeuioUfside tht 
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the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
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URGENT 2-22-59 
TO DIRECTOR 


If ROM LEGAT, HAVANA CUBA * 


5x1 Cablegram 


Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan _ 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 


Gandy . 
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NO. 624 


OUBAN POLITICAL ACTIVITY, FOREIGN POLITiCAL-CUBA. RE HAVA 
CABLE FEBRUARY 12 LAST CAPTIONED BURO REVOLUCIONARIO DE 
INVESTIGACIONES I NTERNACIONALES (BUREAU OF INTERNATIONAL 
INVESTIGATIONS). CAMILO CIENFUEGOS, (BUFILE' 105-54536) LEFT 
WITH 8 OF HIS FOLLOWERS 8:00 AM THIS DATE FOR NEW YORK CITY 
FOR SEVERAL DAYS VISIT WHERE THEY WILL BE GUESTS OF MAYOR OF 
CITY. SOURCE OF INFORMATION IS VISA SECTION, AMERICAN EMBASSY, 
HAVANA. 



JAMES T. HAVERTY 


RECEIVED: 


2-22-59 


9:59 PM CTF 


OMI 




W7CT 





/ 




rn FEB 26195^ 






1959 


<j»Y , ■ 
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If the intelligence contained in tfte above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau 9 it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau 9 s cryptographic systems. 
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C&lffBSIOM IN GOTIHjHBHT (page 1) : Coop let e turnover of almost 

all officials and subordinates in government since January 1 
Up until February 13 CASTRO formulating p olicy without consulting 
vUy^tefcinet. This led to resignation 

Host government officials lack administratTr^uSility 
fHWCrSTJonsidered immature. ANTI-AMRRICAN FR1L1NG &ge 4) : 
liffttp ty anti-American remarks has helped inflame a nki - American 
Ifrlflf iir ^pkich previously did not exist in CubaT fcgtt CC COM- 
mamm ksge 4) : Approximately 560,000 unemployed due to ouster 

[ej ^gWjsA iMsnt ijprkers; strikes; hesitancy on 

ial|er%rJW o coffeence new projects. CASTRO has had good success 
iiltfiWnN! t © workers to step strikes. RfflfOfit OF H|fB 
StWslgglfeABT^HISSIoaiS (page 5) : United~3fafes Ulitary 

Ussions under ,p$taek by (^Bm^teing recalled. CASTRO claim s f 
going to hsfift Vepesuelans^^^^^Htrain army forces. STUBBXTSf^ 
TAP OVER HAVANA^ PMIYERE iff (pagA 7): Federation of UnTvSrilty^ 

ItvAeita im compete control Havana University. Wants to dic- 
tate not only who should teach students but also sub j eots to 


be taught , 


HIP (page 8) : Telephone communlcat ions being 


monitored. £A5Ykd calls for boycott of periodicals which he 
oemsiddie attack revolution. EXECUTIONS OF "WAR GIIMUHA” 

(p^ge Approximately 325 now execut ed~T>ut executions still 

ojtipMnuing. First major trial was sort of sports' affair with 
ITjSdO personally witnessing it at ports' Palace, Havana. 
Cfl MICTIif 3 ACTIVITIES (page 11) : Communist Pafl|y |n open and ft 
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with ^revoJgition. ASYLUM PROBLEM (page 15) : 0iBhas^«ri»rsment 

waaft rigfrt to say who should be given asylum 
riwTa8 <&}age 17) : Gambling casinos in inpor 
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CLASSIFIED 
DECLASSIFY 0 N: 

The first six weeks of the ne^r 'OolSan Revolutionary Govern 
meat has shown the weaknesses of various government leaders and 
their total dependence for guidance on the words of FIDEL CASTRO, 
the "aaximo lider" (greatest leader) of the revolution. The 
Provisional President, MANUEL URRUTIA LLEO, has proven to be 
a mere figurehead and one whose policies sway with the words 
of CASTRO. The strong man in the Government, namely 

I made two unsuccessful efforts to 
resign, and finally on February 13, 1959, his resignation was 
accepted. This resignation was brought about by the fact that 
government policy was difficult to formulate while FIDEL CASTRO 
had a free reign in making extemporaneous decisions without 
consulting with other Government leaders. The fact that FIDEL 
CASTRO has now accepted the position of Prime Minister definitely 
will place more responsibility upon his shoulders to think through 
a problem before making a snap solution. 

The actual functioning of Government affairs mas 
hampered by the almost 18# per cent turnover, not only on the 
part of highly placed Government officials but also on the part 
of the low-salaried Government employees. This result a nt 
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take-over of Government functions by absolutely unequipped indi- 
viduals has caused almost complete chaos in the day-to-day fuac- 
ffd«lp*s of the Goverument. It has also caused much bardf eeiiag 
of old-time Government employees who were dismissed 
from their positions merely because they had served during the 
Batista regime, even though they had never been sympathetic to 
the policies of the former Cuban leader. General FULGENCIO BATISTA. 

Over the week-end of February 7, 1959, the Cabinet ap- 
proved the "Ley Fundamental" (Basic Law) which is to govern its 
actions until a Constitutional Government is re-established under 
the Constitution of 1940 or under some new constitution which 
might be brought up. Under this "Basic Law” the right of writ 
of habaes corpus is not permitted to those persons accused of 
"war crimes" under the BATISTA regime. It also reduced to 30 
the age for President and Cabinet members, thus making FIDEL 
CASTRO eligible. Citizenship is conferred on foreigners who 
served as officers in the Rebel Army, and it contained a special 
provision which granted native-born citizenship to anyone who had 
served as an officer with the Rebel Forces for more than two 
years. This latter provision was tailor-made for only one indi- 

vidwnl, namely th* Argentine Rational, SSSSSTO "CBS" GUSVARA* 

The revelutidm hftu bre^htt into the Government a group 
*» young, immature individuals lacking in any previous administra- 
tive experience. In many instances persons are designated for 
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high positions on the strength of the fact that they were indi- 


viduals who accompanied FIBEL CASTRO to Cuba from Mexico ea the 

The Chi** of the Rational Police is a man of. ae educa- 
who by occupation is a taxi-cab driver. 



Bis claim to fame is that he lost three brothers in the revolu- 
tion, and he is one of the original survivors of the "Gramma" 
expedition. Most members of the Cabinet, although considered to 
be honest and hard workers, are not known for their previous 
business or administrative experience. Prior to his accepting 
the position of Prime Minister, on many occasions in public 
utterances CASTRO would expound at great length on the Govern- 
ments policies and then in the same speech would disclaim any 
responsibilities for mistakes made by public leaders by stating 
be had not appointed them and what policy such leaders formulated 
was their own. There is no doubt that there is honesty among 
the officials in the present Cuban Government. CASTRO has stated 
he wished Ministers' salaries to be cut in half and indicated that 
they henceforth would receive $425.00 per month with nothing being 
given them for expenses. If this plan is carried through, there 
is no doubt that some Ministers will resign inasmuch as they 

eat such a low standard ef living. 

- Public knowledge. Opinion of legat . ) 
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ANTI-AMERICAN FEELING 


FIDEL GJURflO, although stating that be is met a*tA**Am*ria*n 
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Which previously did not exist in Cuba. His intemperate attacks 
on United States big business and United States foreign policy 
have been echoed by other members of his coterie. FIDEL CASTRO 
has some of the makings of a demagogue. In his speeches he 
has attacked American news agencies , American big business, 
American Ambassadors, and American Military Missions. 

(No dissemination - Public knowledge.) 

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 

It is estimated that at the present time there are 
approximately 500,000 unemployed in Cuba. Although in the first 
month of the revolution there were numerous strikes on the part 
of labor, CASTRO and the Government leaders have pointed out 
that, although they realize that in most instances the workers 
had just grievances, workers should defer their demands until 
such time as the sugar crop has been harvested. It is to be 
noted that this crop is usually harvested between December 15 




i * \ * -if $ * 




success 


the workers that 


return to their jobs, but in public speeches he has pointed out 
to them that the Government in the futur^sill see to it that 
their demands are met. 
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CASTRO h«s stated that agrarian reform is the corner- 
,b*s economic program. In this respect he stated that, 
to cedHiit unemployment , greater job opportunities must 
be created; that to creat greater job opportunities new indus- 
tries were needed which would be protected by stringent tariffs. 
Under the agrarian reform the rural population would have more 
funds with which to purchase products from these new industries. 
CASTRO, himself, during the first part of February made a trip 
to the Eastern part of Cuba where he distributed some lands 
to the peasants. 

Factors which tend to create the present poor economic 
conditions are an unstable labor market with wildcat strikes; 
the lack of tourism; the freezing of a number of bank accounts 
and safe deposit boxes; and the hesitancy on the part of 
business to engage in new enterprises under an unstable govern- 
ment. 



(No dissemination - Public knowledge.) 

REMOYAL OF UNITED STATES MILITARY MISSIONS 

CASTRO on numerous occasions has stated that United 
Military Biealem* amet be removed from Cuba. Be derides 
by claiming that they had trained the deflated 
Batista forces. CASTRO wished to convey the impression that his 
military genius had defeated a much larger army and, furthermore. 
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an army that had been trained by U. S, military men. Most in~ 
termed people realize that the defeat of the Batista forces mas 



*f the high Cnham sili- 
poor morale on the pa**i of the average feet 


soldier. No specific request was made by Cuban officials for 
the withdrawal of U. S. Military Missions; however, when United 
States authorities stated that consideration would be given 
to the withdrawal of such groups, the Cuban Government stated 
that it would agree to such withdrawal. 

Articles have appeared in the public press which state 
that the Cuban Army will be reorganized in the outlying regions 



CASTRO has also mentioned that he had plans to have 
his Army trained by a military mission from Venezuela. He either 
forgets or does not know that the Venezuelan Army is being trained 
by one of the largest U* S. Missions in Latin America. 

The old Army of Cuba is completely disorganized, and 
it has been reported that CASTRO will not permit one official 


the ©id Army to be retained in his position. 

* ¥ / * r - : Jr ^ ' v ' '/ * •' v ■ 


in Mavana and is ta&img af. 
hand in the reorganization of the new Cuban Army. 


(No dissemination - Public knowledge.) 
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gTOgggrg TAKE OVER HAVANA UNIVERSITY 

Boring the week el February 3, 1959, the Federation el 
Ihilvernity Students (FEW) took ever the premises of Bavane 1*1** 
vereity and ousted the Waiver si ty Counoil which ruled this insti- 
tution. The FEU stated that the University Council had not acted 
rapidly enough in dismissing former faculty members who had close 
association with the Batista regime and also that such council 
had not corrected the deficiencies in the university* s curricula. 
As in most Latin American countries, the university students are 
a strong political force. At Havana University they have always 
been a source of trouble. FIDEL CASTRO, himself, while a student 
at Havana University, was considered to be one of the ** gangster 
elements*’ which terrorized not only the student body but the 
faculty members. It is known that in the past students haso se- 
cured degrees from this University by threatening at gunpoint 
the professors. It is also known that professors have received 
emoluments for years even though they taught no classes. 

The FEU at the present time wants complete voice, not 
only in the selection of professors but also what subjects will 
be taught. 

A serious bone of contention has arisen with respect - 
bijifi^ate univeraities by the application of ’’LawU" ^!^ 
abrogates all degrees conferred by these universities during 
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the past tvo years. The claim is made by the revolutionary 
government that this is necessary so as not to penalize the 



tjgie- vm fighting with the revolutionary i 
that private ^universities were conferring 



The largest of the private universities is that of the American- 

i 

owned "Villanueva" located in Havana. This university is now 
closed. Authorities in charge of Villanueva University state 
that they will not reopen the university until "Law 11" is re- 
pealed and also will not tolerate the control of their uni- 
versity by members of the FEU. 

The Minister of Education, a young, 28-year-old re- 
volutionary with no previous administrative experience, has been 
openly backing the FEU in its claims. 

(Ho dissemination - Public knowledge and opinion of 

Legat . ) 


As pointed out above, the writ of habeas corpus for 
"war criminals" has been suspended. It has also been reliably 
ascertained that international telephone calls and some local 
telephone calls are being monitored by Government authorities. 
CASTRO in numerous public statements has attacked the "monopo- 
listic" Berth American press services, claiming they have not 
.given a true picture of the Cuban revolutionary scene. ‘ He 
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has stated he would like to see Latin American nations form a new 
Latin American press service. CASTRO has proven himself to be 
■ ••a i ry »*1^|in skinned w with respect te any public criticism. The 

m " ' .■ ~ . 

prominent Cuban magazine M Hg Rag", which is noted for its sharp 
cartoons, bore the brunt of a verbal attack by CASTRO because 
of several cartoons appearing in the magazine which CASTRO con- 
sidered to be anti-revolutionary. CASTRO publicly called for a 
boycott against any periodicals which he considered were attacking 
the revolution. 

(No dissemination - Public knowledge.) 

EXECUTIONS OF "WAR CRIMINALS " 

To date approximately 325 former followers of the Batista 
regime have been executed before firing squads throughout Cuba. 
World press reaction to wholesale executions by present Cuban 
officials caused CASTRO to invite to Cuba approximately 300 
foreign newspapermen in what he called "Operation Truth." In 
connection with this operation, on January 21, 1959, he delivered 
a speech in the Central Park of Havana, at which gathering Govern- 
ment officials claimed one million persons were in attendance. 

In his talk CASTRO called on the people for public support for 
..tills, emecution of Batista "war criminals . " The following day, 
Jspmhry 22, 1959, the Government staged what was billed a 
model public trial of one of these "war criminals", which trial 
was to demonstrate to the world the fairness of the court martial 
proceedings. The accused was one of tha Batista Army commanders 
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with the worst of reputations, namely Major JESUS SOSA BLAMCO. 

were televised end were personally witnessed by 
The aoeae was the Havana Sports Palaee, and, 
instead of a murder trial, it bad all the earmarks of a sporting 
event. The hooting, howling mob cheered on the prosecution and 
booed the defense. SOSA BLANCO in defense stated that this was 
not a trial but merely a spectacle like that which was held in 
the Coliseum of Rome. He was found guilty and ordered to be 
shot; however, his case was appealed, and, evidently because 
of the world-wide press attacks on the type of trial he received, 
a new trial for him has been ordered. It is Legal Attache's 
opinion he will be shot. 

In the Havana area, ERNESTO "CHE” GUEVARA is the one 
conducting the trials of the Batista sympathizers. With methodical 
frequency his court martial hearings result in a sentence of 
death for the accused. 

CASTRO has consistently alleged that such executions 
are necessary and has stated that the Government will have 
terminated with them by March of 1959. In many instances those 



being tried tor "war crimes" were of fleers of the Batista forces 
wba claimed that they MlJMd rebels merely in Army battles. The 
eemrts do net listen with much sympathy to the plea that suefa 
officers were mainly carrying out their duties. At the present 
time approximately 20 Cuban aviators of the Batista Army are 
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being tried in Orient e Province for having carried out the orders 
ef their commanding officers to bomb Cuban towns. 


thoseof ^ their members 


the; 


of. terrorism' 


against the Batista Government. Those rebel sympathizers who 
threw bombs into stores in Havana during the revolutionary days 
whereby women were killed and maimed are now considered to be 
the heroes of the revolution. 

Information has been received that one of the individuals 
who was instrumental in stealing a Miami -to-Cuba bound Cuban Air- 
lines Yiscount may now hold an important Government position. 

In the stealing of this plane, which crashed in Orient e Province 
on attempting to land, several American citizens were killed. 
Because of the violent reaction of the press at that time to 
this haphazard endangering of civilian life, the rebel leaders 
stated that such attempted theft was done without their sanction 
and that those involved in it would be punished; however, no 
such action is known to have been taken. 

(No dissemination - Public knowledge and opinion of 

Iiegat . ) 




’’Boy" . has appeared daily s in ce 


Ja nu a r y 5, 1959, continues to espouse the line of continued 
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close cooperation between the revolutionary forces with full 
participation in the new government for all elements which par- 


tie ipated in the liberation. 
It attempts to closely align 


» PSP claims such 
Communists .and tbetr 





with the Castro Government. Of course, it violently attacks 
the United States as being "imperialistic” and is highly 
laudatory of Soviet achievements. 

The PSP has openly established its Cuban National Head- 
quarters at Calle Prado 426 in Havana and is reportedly in the 
process of opening Provincial and Sectional Offices throughout the 
country. 


During the first month of the revolution there were 
very few public attacks on the part of newspapers or Government 
officials against the PSP; in fact, to the contrary, July 26 
j leaders, such as ERNESTO "CHE" 'GUEVARA and CAMILO CIENFUEGOS 

i 

openly stated that they saw nothing wrong with having a legally 
constituted Communist Party. 

1 Beginning with about February 1, 1959, however, some 

u 1 Havana newspapers have begun to attack Communism. The leading 

; j \ 

i Cuban weekly magazine "Bohemia" carried a six-page article which 

i 


claimed that Communism in Cuba was merely trying to disrupt 
n i Guban-Baited States relatiuiKpbipe* This article pointed 

m ‘ ; v - ^ ; 7 " 

uu three* to Cuba of the world- wide conspiracy which was 


■ ,Vfti 


Communism 
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Other newspapers also have attacked openly the PSP and its 
tjK«t they teek orders from Moscow. 


in the first few days of the revolution the 


ilieiof the Bureau for Repression of Communist Activity (BRAC) 
were confiscated and placed in the hands of ERNESTO “CHE” GUEVARA, 
information has been received by this office that rebel leaders, 
including FIDEL CASTRO, now are fearful of the Communist threat 
and are desirous of forming a highly secret Government organiza- 
tion which would be one to investigate Communism and be vigilant 
concernings its endeavors. 

'i 

IM public source. Disseminated locally and y 
advised.) 

publicly 

stated on January 25, 1959, that the Cuban Revolutionary Govern- 
ment did not contemplate establishing diplomatic relations with 
the Soviet Union. The 
however, on February 4, 1959, stated that the Cuban Government 
was not "anti -anything or anti-any nation" and pointed out that 
if the United States maintained diplomatic relations with Com- 
munist-bloc countries, there is no reason that Cuba should not 


*■ reg*hd«u«*tlve of the Russian newspaper "Pravda 
had come to Havana from Mexico on January 21, 1959. He was 
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CAMIhO CIENFUEGOS, one of the July 26 Commanders, is attempting 



■ f -x 



organization to investigate Con- 



sources 



and last part to Bureau by cable.) 



\nc. 


A3YLPM PROBLEM 

Some diplomatic establishments in Cuba have been irri- 
tated over the attitude of the Cuban Government with respect to 
the asylum problem. The Cuban Secretary of State alleged that 
many individuals who had been given asylum by foreign embassies 
were nothing more than criminals. The diplomatic establishments 
themselves stated that they were the only ones who could judge 
to whom they furnished asylum. The problem was further heightened 
when, on two occasions, planes which were taking asylees out of 
the country found it necessary to return to Cuba, presumably 
suffering from mechanical trouble. On one of these occasions 
the Cuban Government stated that those returning were no longer 
eligible to receive asylum. After strong protest on the part 
ef the diplomatic embassy involved (Chile) , these individuals 
'-^ 0 %#**« permitted to enter the Massy. They are stiU there. 
It has hieh rumored that the malfunctioning of the airplanes 


was merely a ruse whereby Cuban Government authorities hoped to 
be able to get their hands on some of those seeking asylum. The 
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CRIMIKAL ACTIVITIES 






• ' Only two top hoodlums are definitely ksewn bo be i& • 

Havana area at the present time. They are SARTO TRAFFIGAHTE 
and both Miami Top Hoodlums. Sources have indicated 
that additional top hoodlums probably would appear on the Cuban 
scene in the near future if the gambling casinos are reopened. 

2. gambling 

FIDEL CASTRO has publicly stated that the gambling 
casinos will be reopened. Local American gamblers have indicated 
that they hoped to have the casinos opened by February 21, 1959. 
Because tourism is at almost a standstill, many casino operators 
have indicated they would prefer to keep the casinos closed be- 
cause they feel they would lose less money. 

In this connection, sources have indicated that it 

was^lHIHHHBIHiHm^llHHHHHHB strong 
against reopening gambling casinos which caused him to submit 
his resignation. In early speeches FIDEL CASTRO had, to a 
certain extent, committed the new Cuban Government to reopening 
the casinos on a controlled and limited basis. Subsequent 
T|H » M»aft rations % »yee# of the gambling casinos apparently ' ■ 
gave the necessary impetus to the move to get the casinos 
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It is expected that the gambling casinos in the Baas 

as sell a* ia the Hotels Riv^e* 
«tlte*v Kacioaal, a»d«i*rri .mill reopen. Also, tberehave been 
indications that the casinos in the Hotels Comodoro and Plaza 
possibly nay reopen. The reopening of ganbling casinos will be 
done on a trial basis, and there are definite indications that 
the Cuban Government contemplates ’’taking over” these casinos 
after a period of a few months. American gamblers in Havana 
recognize that this may happen but are confident that Cuban 
operated and managed gambling casinos will not be successful 
and will not attract tourists. 


3. ’’ Take” 

No definite pronouncement as yet has been made by 
the Cuban Government as to the percentage of profit the Govern- 
ment desires to receive from gambling operations. As previously 
reported, FIDEL CASTRO on one occasion stated that the casino 
profits would be divided as follows: 


40 per cent - Cuban charity; 

30 ” ” - tourist promotion; 

30 ” ” - casino operators. 


dab source has indicated that this statement ' by CASTRO 
concerned itself with' tie gross take of the casino rather than 
with the net profit and pointed out that no casino could operate 
on 30 per cent of the gross take for the casino operator. 
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4. Police Tie - Pps With Organized Crime 

As yet, there has been no indication of any peliee 
with organized crime. There is, of course, as yet.*" 
substantial lack of organization on the part of the various 
Cuban lav enforcement agencies, as well as a lack of clarity 
as to just what jurisdiction these agencies have. In addition, 
there has been no indication as to what particular police agency 
might have contact with or jurisdiction of gambling casinos. 

5. Other Criminal Activity 

No new developments. 
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Director, FBI 

Legal Attache, Havana (64-794) 



FOREIGN TPOL I T I CAL MATTER - CUBA 


JV1RNMENT 

date: February 4, 1959 

fcPC' 


X'/WT" 

Re Legat, Madrid letter to Bureau January 5, 1959. 



bP C 


Extra copies of this letter are being furnished for 
the attention of the Legal Attache, Madrid. 
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4 - Bureau 
1 - Havana 
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FOBEIGNPOLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA. 
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WVS DISPATCH 


INDICATES CONSTITUTIONAL CHAMSS IN CUBA REDUCING ARE LIMIT 

for presidency to thirty tears Am special provision declaring 

GUEVARA IS CUBAN MY BIRTH, ALTHOUGH BORN IN ARGENTINA* ARTICLE 
INDICATES BOTH GUEVARA AND CASTRO NON ELIGIBLE FOB VBESIMN 9 T* 
BE AISRT TO ADVISE BUREAU PROMPTLY OF ANY INDICATION THAT 
GUEVARA MING GROOMED FOR PRESIDENCY OR ANY RS%PO&fMQS 
POSITION IN CURRENT GOVERNMENT IN VIEW §jP Hm^OMMBNlST 



fv 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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i - 1 0$-l 930 $ (Guevara) 
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Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan _ 

Tele. Room 

Holloman . 
Gandy . 



DeLQi 
McGuire 

5M* Sullivan 


URGENT 2-6-59 
TO DIRECTOR 



FROM LEGAT, HAVANA NO. 610 


CUBAN POLITICAL MATTERS. VISED THIS DATE CUBAN 

GOVERNMENT MONITORING INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE CALLS. 
LOCALLY STATES GOVERNMENT ALSO MONITORING SOME LOCAL 


1A^_ 

caK; 


Mtlj) 

bZ 


JAMES T. HAVERTY 


RECEIVED: 2-6-59 5:46 PM HJT 


%UUFOR^ 


HI: PC LA 

OAV 





«:? FEB j Ala jn 



% m Jr fif 

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau , it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau* s cryptographic systems . 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Office Memorandum 


TO 


i Mr. A. H, Belmont 


date -February 12, 


from : Mr . J. A. Sis oo 


Mohr . 


SUBJECT: CUBAN POLITIC 


\MATTERS 



Tele. 1 

By cablegram dated February 6, 1959 , 'the Havana OfficeQ°J^J 
advised that an informant had told them, that t he Cuban G^vernmen^l 
was monitoring international t eleph oju 

^ A teletype was 

sent to Miami dated February 11, 1959 , furnishing them this infor 
mation . The B irectgji, ftps asfred f "Why did we wait so long before 
alerting Miami p** 

At the outset, we should have placed a note on the yellow 
of the deferred radiogram going to Miami for the information of the 
Director and other Bureau officials to the effect that Miami had 
| previously been alerted on JuljL 10. 1 958 . that all telephone calls 
i to and from Cuba were being'lnoni to red by the Cuban Government . Because 
of this previous alert, we did not consider this an urgent matter and 
take action on the copy of the cable from Havana but waited for the 
original to be routed down. The original of this cablegram was 
received in this Division on February 9, routed to Nationality 
Intelligence Section, and then to Liaison Section where it wa3 
received on February 10. It was believed desirable as a precaution 
to realert the Miami Office to this situation . Consequently a 
eferred radiogram was dictated . It was typed by the stenographer < 
ofl\the afternoon of the 1 February 11 and 

sen\ up on February 11. HEREIN IB uwcLASSHripn" . . ^ 

DAVE .HUPL. 


ba, 


ACTIOl 


.ASSiP!£i 
BY 


^ifad we placed a note on the yellow of the communication 
going to Miami it would have been clear why this matter was handled 
by def err ea\adio gram, (it was later changed to a teletype due to 
radio facilit^s being out of operation for messages to Miami.) 

We will be alert^to do this in the future $£q_ 53 / / y j / 

3 FEB 13 1959 




Jim 


1 - Mr 
1 - Mr^_ 

1 

1 - J/r. Cleveland 
1 - Hr .< Roach 
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TO SAC MIAMI 
FROM DIRECTOR FBI 
CUBAN POLITICAL JM TTEBS, INFORMA TI ON RECEI TED THAT CUBAN 
GOVERNMENT IS MONITORING INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE CALLS * 
ASSUME FOR SECURITY REASONS THAT ANY CALL YOU MAKE TO THE 
HAVANA OFFICE IS BEING MONITORED . 


1 - 

I - Yellow 






2-11-59 

S' 



DEFERRED 
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(4) 
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NR. H 2 l_ ^ 

ENC. /I 

BY^T 

APPROVED BY A T^' 
TYPED B v 

cn rn o f 

JLv* ~ 


FEB 1 1 1959 

FIOHWL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT101I 
«. 1 DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ,, 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION A r 


\jT hJO 


10 


A. 


3 FEB 13 1959 



f P <j YAH. 


OOM 1.-1 



Mr, Tofon gm- 
BeLmontJdr 

Sir. PcLoach ,.L- 
J4r, McGaire^rf#' 
Mr. Mohr., 

Mr. Parsons — —J 


Qf cade) 
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(Triority or Method #f Mailing) 


£ f WFO (97-1017) 


Wf%: 


Special Agent in Charge 
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STANDARD rORM NO. fr* 


Office Memorandum 

nJO* 

to : A , H, Belmont w 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

date: February 10, 1959 



In connection with article in The Washington Daily 
News, 2-9-59 > hearing headline "Reds Rebuilding Fences in 
Cuba " the Director commented he had heard on radio this 
morning that Cuba changed its constitution so as to enable 
Guevara to become Cuban citizen and eligible for Presidency- 
of Cuba , 


Tolson 

Boardman 

Belmont . 

Mohr 

Nease 


Parsons 



8 I - ?*:.' 


The Washington Daily News, 2-10-59 » carries news 
story from Havana by its editor , John T, O'Rourke, indicating 
Cuban cabinet has voted to rescind constitutional requirements 
relating to age limits for presidential candidates and has voted 
to reduce age limit to JO years , Previous limit not shown • 
Castro is J2 and article indicates he was behind the change , 


This story also indicates United Press International 
(news service } in a dispatch filed later said constitutional 
change would make both Castro and Fmesto Guevara eligible 
for presidency , Dispatch pointed out Guevara was made eligible 
by special provision declaring he is " Cuban by birth ” even 
though he was born in Argentina • This makes him what is known 
as "an honorary native " of Cuba, News articles attached , 

ACTION: 


Havana, alerting 
he advise Bureau 
109-12-210 


SBDtbcf 

(?) 


For information. Attached is cable to Legal Attache, 

information and instructing that 
any indication that Guevara being 
presidency or any other responsible 


him to this 
promptly of 
groomed for 
office. 


cc 
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1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
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yrf^Enclosures 
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Wo Co Sullivan 
DeLoach 

1 0$-l 930 jT ( Cue va ra ) 
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FROM 


OFFICE OF DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

TO 

OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK 


Mr. Tolson — 
Mr. Belmont _ 
Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. McGuire - 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Parsons - 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tamm — 


Mr. Trotter - 

Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
Mr. Holloman 
Miss Gandy 





<rW 


See Me 
Note and Re 
Prepare Reply 
For Your Recommendation 
What are the facts? 
Remarks: 
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DATE 


<?c ! 




❖ 





: ^}m- & mm 


of Real Concern 





iliWBW in Cuba 

TOMLINSON 

and shouting that accompanied the 
has subsided somewhat and now responsible 
Smbss and professional men, particularly 
ipyestors, are deeply worried over the resur- 
» •*.- j n the sugar-rich island. 




of the provisional 
fefc of President 
tosutia, and rebel 
‘ Castro have stoutly 
But there no 
gto be ^ny doubt 
?pmrades” 4 * 

Hi *»e| 

:h 



&: Socialist Par- 
under which the 
Relate fo Cuba, 
a^ain into 
cover it has 

^.ortto the 
toed 

fijpllf Qj^mobdy’ 


*r0nSu S“VS i ! , - 2 we0 

OATS Jjlyb 



Sivero Aguirre, member of 
the People’s Socialist National 
Committee, told the Twenty- 
first Communist Party Con- 
gress in Moscow last week 
(that “the communists wore in 
fche first ranks of the insi|r- 
feents. The Party, working 
Enderground he declared, 
^actually launched the strug- 
gle for unification of all the 
Cuban revolutionary forces in 
the campaign against the dic- 
tatorship.” 

OPPOSED 

It is no secret that Presi- 
dent Urrutia and most mem- 
bers of his cabinet strongly 
oppose any such collaboration 
with the Reds. But a| 
moment .they do hot 
nor the stab 
leaders, much 1 
■rctse any influence oyer 
various agencies of 


uch men,. a» Juan 



THE WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS, Monday , February 9, 1959 











i 



T. O'ROURKE 

of The Washiryton Daily New* 

iVANA, Feb. 10 — Fidel Castro, Cuba’s revolution- I 
, hhs made himself legally eligible to the Presi- j 
of Culm, regardless of what the Cuban constitu- 
te say. ~ ' 

w ho has de* 

“ ly® re* 



Hatf no personal 
|>hs beyond overturning 
a’s brutal 

to Rescind 
constitution 
prevented 
a candidate 
ncy. These 
to age. Or. 


has voted to 
Jtutional re* 
^ :; £lso has 
" ' he *e>- 

Actually, 
quietly 
* 15 


This hap 

time Dr. Castro sai< 
would be an election W 18 
months ortwo ffi& 

claiming 

tions for himself 
statement, “If I really wa 
presidency why would I wait 
18 months?” 

The action may or may not 
explain Dr. Castro’s re^iarks 
— depending on the interpre- 
tation. ' 

TWO VIEWPOINTS 

One official said, “Since he 
makes the decisions, it Would 
be better for him to have ex- 
ecutive responsibility.” > 

• 

There is no doubt the deci- 
sions of Provisional Presi- 
dent Manuel Urbutla and the 
Cabinet depend on Dr. .Cas- 
tro’s approval. The implica- 
tion of the foregoing is that 
elections will be held* as soon 
as possible — consonant with 
Dr. Castro’s: certain victory. 

4 .. . - < ■: - 

Another interpretation is 
that since Dr. Castro clearly 
Intends to run the county 
and the danger of unconsti- 
tutional meneuvers may in- 
crease, it is best to 
semblancfe of legf^Lity to the 
actual head of *the stare; 
Therefore it is wisf^| to pro- 
vide legal prerogative^ as fast 
as possible to enable him to 
run for office and get elected 
if he is able to do so* « 

No doubt, Mr. w 
be elected if he 
as own remarks 
edged — “If it 
possible.” It Is 
possible insofar 

olutlonary de l 

ment.can make it'SO. 

“CHE” 

A Havana dispah 
United Press Inf 
filed after Mr. O' 
news story was receive# 
said pulsation 
Interim 
today both 
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